MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 10th March 2009 AT 8 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BT AT 1.00 P.M.

PRESENT 

John Hughes 

Martin Allsopp

John Lloyd

Geoff Wood

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

1.
APOLOGIES

Sue Pendleton

Bernard Shepherd

Sarah Dwight

Roger Lloyd

Denise Watkins

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 13 January 2009 were approved as correct record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

With reference to the item on service charges in commercial leases, Martin Allsopp stated that he had been able to complete a lease of premises within a major town centre shopping mall with a cap on service charges apart from insurance premium.  This reflected the current state of the market.  

4.
ANNUAL REPORT

The annual report of the NCB Committee was approved. 

5.
HOUSING INFORMATION PACKS

John Hughes reported on the BLS President’s recent correspondence with local MP’s in respect of the proposed suspension of the obligation to provide a Home Information Pack when putting residential properties up for sale.  Andrew Mitchell MP had replied to say that the Conservatives would abolish HIP’s.  On the other hand, Gisella Stuart MP said that she had received representations from qualified HIP inspectors who now had no work on their hands.

It was suggested that both responses should be published in the BLS Bulletin.

Geoff Wood referred to the proposed introduction of a Property Information Questionnaire.  There was general concern that there had been no consultation with a legal profession on this document.

6.
SEMINAR ON VULNERABLE PEOPLE

Jon Lloyd reported progress in the arrangements for a seminar to be given in the autumn by himself, Nicola Preston, David Mitchell and a Birmingham City Council representative.  HH judge Cardinal had been asked to participate.   Members agreed that the seminar should be given as an NCB Committee event in conjunction with Solicitors for the Elderly.  

7. LAND REGISTRY PORTAL

Sarah Dwight had drawn attention to a proposed CLT seminar in conjunction with the Land Registry on the Land Registry portal, due to come into operation in April 2010.  Conveyancing practices needed to be geared up well before this date.

It was proposed that Steve Kellway should be asked to address the Committee on this subject with a view to a wider presentation being given at a later date.    

9.
BANK CHARGES

Martin Allsopp referred to substantially increased bank charges being imposed by his firm’s bankers.   He anticipated that this was the start of a general increase by the banks.   Members agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting. 

10.
NAME OF THE COMMITTEE 

Some members felt that the title “Non-Contentious Business” Committee was unsatisfactory.  John Hughes pointed out that this subject had been considered last year and there was no consensus on a change of name.  It was suggested that the committee might be named “Property, Planning and Private Client” Committee.  It was agreed that further consideration should be given at the next meeting.  

MATTERS FOR COUNCIL

11. 
CO-OPTION  

The Committee agreed that the council should be asked to approve the cooption of Claire-Elaine Arthurs of HBJ Gateley Wareing on to the committee.  

John Hughes

Chairman
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