MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY  2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes

Denise Watkins

Martin Allsopp

Geoff Wood

APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd 

Roger Lloyd

Claire Elaine-Arthurs

James Madill

Sarah Dwight

Jon Lloyd

Steve Kelway

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 12th January 2010 were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

None save it was reported the Annual Dinner took place at Opus Restaurant on 3rd February and was greatly enjoyed by all the Committee Members who attended.

3.
ANOMALIES OF HIP LEGISLATION

Martin Allsopp expressed concern that where a HIP becomes out of date a buyer may find himself not only having to pay for a new local search as his lender will not accept the HIP search but also having to pay for a local search for a HIP in relation to his own sale ie double search fees.  It was however agreed to defer further debate until after the Election given the Tory proposal to abolish HIPS.


4.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE

The committee’s attention was drawn :-

(a) to the FSA’s requirements for sale and rent back arrangements and the property implications arising therefrom,  It was noted all firms wishing to carry out such activities after 30th June 2010 must apply for FSA authorisation to do so.  The Committee felt this a positive development

(b) the Homes & Communities Agency has published new model Leases for shared ownership homes.  The new Leases must be used for all shared ownership Leases granted after 6th April 2010 built with funding from the HCA (unless an earlier contract requires the use of a different form of contract).

6.
PLANNING UPDATE

This item was deferred to next meeting.

`

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A discussion took place concerning the  remit  and main works of the Committee.  It was agreed the  remit covers property; planning; regulatory matters, private client and any other non contentious areas and its main work consists as follows :-

· Report current legislative developments;

· Respond to consultation papers (eg on Improving Residential Conveyancing

· Share information and views on matters of law and practice (eg re Home Information Packs, Land Registry practice re discharge of mortgages etc);

· Discuss problems arising in the market place (referral fees, lenders’ panels, “malpractices” of other firms);

· Report seminars and other relevant events (eg Seminar on Vulnerable People);

· Talks on specific topics (eg Land Registry portal; permitted development rights for “householder” development)

Members queried whether the name of the Committee sent the right “signal” to BLS members.  John Hughes reminded the Committee that a proposal had been put last year that the name of the Committee be changed to the “Property Planning & Private Client Committee” and it was agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting.

Suggestions for Topics for discussion at future meeting were invited.  John Hughes will do a short talk on Houses in Multiple Occupation.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 9th March  2010 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

