MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2009 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John  Hughes

Bernard Shepherd

Denise Watkins

Martin Allsopp

Jon Lloyd

Sara Dwight

Roger Lloyd

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

Geoff Wood

APOLOGIES

Steve Kelway

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 14th July 2009 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

It was noted Peter Lugsdin has resigned from the NCB Committee and it was agreed Bernard Shepherd would personally write to him thanking him for all his assistance and support over the years he has been associated with the Committee and the Law Society generally.  

Martin Allsopp reported difficulties being encountered with the cancellation of Tenancy in Common Restrictions and advised he was writing to HM Land Registry to seek clarification and guidance.

3.
KENSINGTON MORTGAGES CO LTD

This item to be deferred, pending further investigation

4.
IMPROVING CONVEYANCING

It was agreed Geoff Wood would liaise with Denise Watkins and Sara Dwight to prepare responses to the questions raised in the consultation paper on Improving Residential Conveyancing, with a view to it being sent to Bernard Shepherd and Terry Lipscombe prior to the 18th September 2009.

5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Roger Lloyd raised concerns regarding alternative business structures and the status of Birmingham City Council in the light of this; the question of the ownership of the business was of particular concern and is being investigated.

(b)
A discussion took place regarding the removal of the Exemption of Land from Competition Act 1980 and the possible implications of being unable to impose restrictive covenants on land without the approval of the FTA.  Roger Lloyd agreed to e-mail Bernard Shepherd details to enable him to take up the matter with the Law Society.

(c)
The Committee expressed their surprise at the proposal that the Alliance of Solicitors Firms is to offer clients a “loyalty card”.

(d)
Jon Lloyd advised a seminar was being held at his firm’s offices on the 22nd September entitled “Protecting the Vulnerable and Elderly: Everyday Issues for Practitioners”, at which he was one of the speakers.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 13th October 2009 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

