MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 8th DECEMBER 2009 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John  Hughes

Denise Watkins

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

Geoff Wood

Steve Kelway

Martin Allsopp

Roger Lloyd

APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd

Sarah Dwight

James Madill

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 17th November  2009 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

It was agreed Martin Allsopp will write to the President of Birmingham Law Society drawing to his attention the activities of The Independent Trust Corporation Ltd.

4.
PLANNING MATTERS

John Hughes reported the Community Infrastructure Levy would now come into effect in April 2010.  This will effectively impose a contribution in the form of a tax on developers in order to obtain planning permission.   It will then be for individual local planning authorities to decide whether to adopt CIL.   The tax may in any event be abolished if the Conservatives win the next election as they have opposed CIL.  It was therefore agreed to defer any further discussions until after the election.

5.
ADMINISTRATION AT THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY 

Denise Watkins and Geoff Wood expressed concern at the fact only two days notice had been given in respect of the Conference at Chancery Lane on 26th November 2009 on Improving Residential Conveyancing. This  in effect meant there was insufficient time to re-arrange diaries resulting in neither of them being in a position to attend.  John Hughes will take up the matter with Becky at the Law Society.

Steve Kelway reported he had attended the Conference.  It was generally felt the response from the profession to the Consultation beforehand had been poor.  Furthermore, that the Paper,  had not clearly identified the every day problems faced by practitioners.  Paul Marsh proposed the following options be considered :-

1.
Improve Transactions

2.
Lobby for abolition of HIPS

3.
Referral fees

4.
Take lead in development of  E  Conveyancing

5.
Improve level of service

6.
Introduce Accreditation Scheme

6.
CHRISTMAS MEAL

It was agreed this would be held on 3rd February 2010 at a venue to be agreed by John Hughes and Geoff Wood.

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Roger Lloyd alerted the Committee’s  attention to :-

a)
E U proposals likely to effect current Inheritance Laws

b)
The information 2nd mortgagees are entitled to received from 1st mortgagees in possession

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 12th January  2009 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

