MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY  2009 AT 8 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BT AT 1PM.

PRESENT 

John Hughes

Sue Pendleton

Denise Watkins

Geoff Wood
Sarah Dwight
Martin Allsopp

Roger Lloyd

Jon Lloyd

1.
APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd

Peter Lugsdin

Dimple Rajpra

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

3.
ANNUAL DINNER

This was agreed to take place at the Thai Orchid on the 11th February 2009 at 6.30 for 7pm with the next meeting taking place prior to the dinner.

4.
SERVICE CHARGES IN COMMERCIAL LEASES

The Committee discussed the exposure of a tenant to unexpected additional costs when a Landlord carries out works of renovation to a property and includes this in the service charge.   This was acknowledged to be common practice.  Members felt that it was advisable that service charges be capped in the lease whenever possible.

The Committee also discussed a case when acting for a Landlord who had received  letters advising that the Tenant was only going to pay one month’s rent when three were actually due and how best to deal with this increasingly common situation.

5.
BIRMINGHAM ADMINISTRATION COURT

It was understood that this court will be starting on or around the 1st April 2009.   The new court would save the costs of having to attend in the High Court in London or instruct agents and should make the process much more convenient for local Solicitors and clients.   

There is to be a briefing meeting at Hotel du Vin on the 26th February which the NCB Chairman is to attend and thereafter report back to the Committee.  Briefing meetings have already been held in respect of other areas of law that could be the subject of judicial review proceedings.

6.
AUTUMN COURSE ON OLD/VULNERABLE CLIENTS

John Lloyd referred to a course that he was considering presenting with No. 5 Chambers for non-specialist firms who might be approached on behalf of elderly and vulnerable clients, including the topics such as challenges to local authority decisions in relation to care home fees. It was agreed that this would be a good topic for discussion.

7.
SDLT ON-LINE

Denise Watkins confirmed her understanding that when applying for the SDLT on-line you do not have an increased length of time in which to send your funds to them without incurring a penalty as previously thought.

8.
ID ISSUES

It was brought to the attention of the Committee by Denise that the HMLR are requesting confirmation of the identity of people swearing statutory declarations. This is even when they are not our clients and the Committee discussed the issues surrounding this.

9.
FIRM CLOSURE

The Committee were advised that a particular firm in the Birmingham area had closed and a number of files relating to property acquisitions where registration had not been effected had been referred to a member.   The committee was  advised  to be aware of further incomplete files being transferred.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

This was agreed for the 11th February 2009 at the Thai Orchid. 
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