MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 12TH MAY 2009 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes

Roger Lloyd

Jon Lloyd

Geoff Wood

Denise Watkins

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

1.
APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd

Peter Lugsdin

Sara Dwight

2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last meeting held on 21st April 2009 were approved as a correct record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

4.
ARTICLE FOR BIRMINGHAM POST

A draft Article on the Committee’s attitude towards HIPS prepared by John Hughes had been circulated to the Committee members and suggested amendments received from Claire-Elaine Arthurs, Denise Watkins and Martin Allsopp.  However, the Chairman had been informed by the Birmingham Post that an article written by Jon Lloyd was scheduled for the May slot, and this article would therefore be inserted in June.

5.
On Line Registered Conveyancers

Due to the absence of Steve Kelway, this item was deferred.

6.
Change of use

Geoff Wood advised  he was dealing with the purchase of a residential property which in 1990 had had planning permission granted to change its use to that of a residential home for the elderly.  John Hughes advised that if the consent had not been implemented, planning permission would not be required for the continued use of the property for residential purposes;  conversely, if it had been, planning permission would be needed to transfer it back to residential use.  However, if the property had already reverted to residential use without planning permission, the change would become immune from enforcement action if no enforcement notice had been served within four years from the reversion to residential use.  In such event, the planning status could be confirmed by applying for a Certificate of Lawfulness.

7.
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

It was agreed meetings would be held at the offices of The John Hughes Law Practice for the foreseeable future on the second Tuesday of each month.  The next meeting will be on 9th June 2009.

8.
Any other business

Jon Lloyd requested members give consideration to non-contentious topics for Law Society Courses.  Items including credit crunch conveyancing and insolvency issues were considered.  It was generally felt the cost of such courses be carefully considered, given the current financial climate.

Jon Lloyd reminded members he is running a course on 22nd September 2009 on property issues relating to the aged to include items such as selling the family home to fund nursing home fees.

Denise Watkins reported on an early completion procedure being adopted by the Land Registry whereby they will reject applications for discharge but complete other applications lodged where it is possible to do so, leaving entries relating to the existing charge still on the register.  This raised concerns,  which it was agreed  should be  raised with Steve Kelway.

The meeting concluded at 2.05pm.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

