BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 17 November 2009 at 8.45 am at the offices of 

Pinsent Masons LLP, 3 Colmore Circus, Birmingham, B4 6BH

1. ATTENDANCE
Those in attendance were:  Linda Jones (Chair), Alan Jones, Michael Hibbs, Tracy Worthington, Richard Steer, Fergal Dowling, Vicky Duddles

Apologies were received from Martin Chitty & Jaspal Singh

2. The Committee considered the proposed co-option of Andrew Cox,  Andrew is clearly an experienced employment law practitioner of many years' standing.  It was agreed that he would be a useful addition to the Committee.  His co-option was unanimously approved.  

3. It was noted that Bernard Shepherd who was due to attend the meeting had not arrived.  It was agreed that Linda Jones would speak to Becky Lynch following the meeting to see whether Bernard would be able to attend the next Committee meeting.  

4. There was a general discussion about the state of affairs at Birmingham Law Society and a general update was given on that subject by Richard Steer.  

5. There was a discussion about two consultation papers which are currently in circulation.  The consultation on additional paternity leave and pay is due to close on 20 November 2009.  It was agreed that we had insufficient time to respond to this.  The Government have also issued a second consultation paper on the implementation of the Agency Workers Directive.  The deadline for responses is 11 December 2009.  As Mike Hibbs had been involved in preparing the response to the first consultation paper, he kindly agreed to prepare a draft response to the second consultation paper, which would be circulated amongst members for comment before our next meeting.  

6. Richard Steer explained to the Committee that Birmingham Law Society felt that it should be submitting responses to consultation papers from its central office via Becky Lynch rather than have them submitted directly by individual Committee members.  It was agreed that in future, where time permitted, the responses would be sent to Becky Lynch to enable her to submit them.  In any event, it is always made clear on the face of the submission that it is being submitted on behalf of Birmingham Law Society and a copy is always sent to Becky Lynch.  

7. The date and venue of the next meeting were discussed.  As a number of people where unable to attend the meeting planned for 15 December 2009, it was agreed to change the meeting date to 8 December 2009.  Linda Jones agreed to ask Martin Chitty whether it would be possible to hold the meeting at Wragge & Co.

8. There was no other business.

Linda Jones
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