MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 12th OCTOBER 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes (Chair)
Martin Allsopp

Denise Watkins

APOLOGIES

Steve Kelway
Sarah Dwight

Roger Lloyd

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 14th September 2010 were approved as a correct record.
2. 
MATTERS ARISING

a)
It was agreed Geoff Wood would contact Clerks at both No 5 & St Philips Chambers to 
enquire whether there were any property barristers in those Chambers who might be 
interested in joining the Committee.
3.
PLANNING UPDATE

John Hughes provided a Summary of the Decentralisation and Localism Bill and highlighted its main elements in particular the abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies and the outright abolition of HIPS.

4.
HIGH SPEED RAIL 2

The difficulties householders and businesses face arising from this and the current uncertainties the route will ultimately take were discussed.  John Hughes advised that as the line of the route had not yet been finally determined, Blight Notices cannot be served.  However, the Government had set up a scheme to buy homes where there was a special need to sell.

5.
BLS  CHAIRS COMMITTEE

Draft BLS Guidance Notices for Committees were circulated and will be considered in more detail at a later meeting.

6.
PII UPDATE

Deferred to next meeting.

7.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE

The Committee was warned about the dangers of dealing with internet firms and in particular in the light of Acorn; in Rotherham – a mythical firm of solicitors which stole considerable sums of money from unsuspecting clients.

8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was none.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 9th November 2010 at 1 p.m.
Geoff Wood

Secretary

