MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes (Chair)

Martin Allsopp

Sarah Dwight

Roger Lloyd

Denise Watkins

APOLOGIES

Geoff Wood

Steve Kelway 

Chris Morris

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on 13 July 2010 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

2.1 
John Hughes reported that Claire-Elaine Arthurs had resigned from the Committee due to taking up a position with Wright Hassall Solicitors in Leamington Spa.  She passed on best wishes to the Committee.

2.2 
Members commented that as St Philips Chambers had now joined Birmingham Law Society it would be useful for a property barrister from those Chambers to join the Committee.

3.
COUNCIL OF BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY 

Members were asked to consider terms of reference for this Committee.  Essentially the Committee covered property and development matters; planning and related areas of law; and public regulation affecting those areas.  It was agreed that a more detailed list should be prepared for a future meeting.

4.
DISCRIMINATION BY LENDERS

Members reported further problems in particular with Santander removing small firms from their panels.  Although the reason generally given was a decline in conveyancing referrals to such firms, it was suggested that there may be other reasons.  In particular, lenders might be seeking information from the Land Registry in regard to the quality and speed of firms’ conveyancing work.  A suggestion that a Freedom of Information Act request should be made to the Land Registry was deferred until the response to the President of the Law Society’s letter to the Council of Mortgage lenders on this subject had been received.

5.
PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE PREMIUMS 

Some members reported substantial increases in premium for conveyancing practices.  Others were still awaiting a quotation.  Martin Allsopp said that firms’ individual experiences would be considered by the Board of Birmingham Law Society.  It was generally felt that the continued requirement for all firms to renew insurance at the same time was prejudicial.

6.
SRA CONSULTATION ON NEW PROFESSIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT AND NEW HANDBOOK

Reference was made to Jayne Willetts’ recent address to the Council of Birmingham Law Society regarding the proposed switch to regulation focused on outcomes.  It was agreed to wait and see what was produced.

7.
GUIDANCE ON HOUSEHOLDER EXTENSIONS

John Hughes reported that the Department of Communities and Local Government had produced a technical guidance paper running to some 49 pages on permitted development rights for householders under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1990. 

8.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE 

Reference was made to recent news broadcasts that mortgages were averaging 76 percent of purchase price of dwellings.  The effect was to reduce the amount of money being lent.

9.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

9.1 Roger Lloyd reported a case under the Money Laundering Regulations whereby an attempt at personation by “doctoring” a passport which had been issued to another person had been foiled by the vigilance of a Council officer.  

9.2 Sarah Dwight referred to a case where a firm of solicitors had sent completion monies to solicitors acting on the other side.  The latter firm turned out to be bogus and the purchaser was claiming against his solicitors.  However the bogus firm had appeared on the Law Society’s website.

JOHN HUGHES

Chair

