MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 10th May 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1. 
NEW MEMBER
John Hughes welcomed Mitchell Ball, a commercial property partner with Squire Sanders Hammonds to the Committee.

2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 12th April 2011 were approved as a true record.

3. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.

4.
THE NEW CONVEYANCING PROTOCOL

Geoff Wood gave a talk on the new Law Society Conveyancing Protocol, including the new obligations it imposes on conveyancers and highlighted various changes to the existing protocol which has been in place for the past 20 years.  

5.
PLANNING UPDATE

John Hughes advised the Committee:

(i)
Concerning a new consultation paper proposing an automatic right to convert commercial and industrial buildings to residential use;

(ii)
Government plans to encourage self-build home and make sites publically available;

(iii)
The removal of the separate use class for houses in multiple occupation introduced by the previous Government.

6.
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY UPDATE
Mitchell Ball advised the Committee of pertinent issues he had recently experienced arising in relation to energy efficiency works in the context of planning and landlord and tenant related matters.  

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Steve Kelway advised the Committee about the Solicitors Regulation Authority draft “Supervision and Enforcement Strategy for Conveyancing”, recently published, and will report further at a future meeting.

Roger Lloyd advised Birmingham City Council has yet to adopt the Committee Infrastructure Levy and the matter remains under review.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 14th June 2011 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

