MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 11th MAY 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes (Chair)

Dean Parnell (President, Birmingham Law Society)

Martin Allsopp

Chris Morris

Denise Watkins

APOLOGIES

Geoff Wood

Bernard Shepherd 

Roger Lloyd

Claire-Elaine Arthurs 

Sarah Dwight

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 April 2010 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

(a)  The item on some Firms/Licensed Conveyancers’ practice of concealing additional charges and expenses in “small print” was deferred until next meeting; 

(b)  Further discussion took place in relation to Rule 24 Reserved Matters.   A member reported on the circumstances where a non-legal organisation was carrying out conveyancing work.   Professional Ethics had advised that the firm should not deal with this organisation.  The firm was considering making a report to the Solicitors Regulation Authority;  

(c)  The Chairman reported the current position regarding Quinn Insurance;

(d)  The Chairman reported that at the last Council meeting the change of name of the Non-Contentious Business Committee to Property and Development Committee had been approved.

3.
DISCRIMINATION BY BUILDING SOCIETIES ETC.

A number of instances of building societies removing small firms from their panel had been reported to the Committee.  It was recognised that a firm could not compel a mortgagee to appoint the same Solicitor as had been instructed by the purchaser to handle the purchase.  However the effect was to increase the costs for a purchaser, who would either have to pay the costs of two solicitors or instruct another firm whose charges might be greater.

It was agreed that the Council should be asked to raise the problem with the National Law Society.  

The President suggested the setting up of a local forum to discuss firms’ experiences.  Martin Alsopp agreed to seek to establish a forum in the Solihull area. 

4.
WIDER ENGAGEMENT WITH BLS MEMBERSHIP

The President wanted to encourage the professional Committees of the Council to achieve wider engagement with the membership.  The Committee discussed various ways of achieving this including setting up of local forums (see previous item); road shows; branding; and publication of articles.  Dean Parnell also encouraged interchanges between members of the professional committees. 

5.  
CONVEYANCING/PLANNING UPDATE

This item was deferred until the next meeting.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 8th June  2010 at 1.00 p.m.

John Hughes

Chair

