MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 9th MARCH 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes

Martin Allsopp

Sarah Dwight 

Steve Kelway

Chris Morris

Denise Watkins

APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd 

Geoff Wood

Roger Lloyd

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

Jon Lloyd

James Madill

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last meeting held on 9 February 2010 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

Matters arising were dealt under the specific headings referred to below.

3.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE

Members reported some evidence of the residential housing market improving, but this was variable and weak.  Limitations on mortgages to 75% were acting as a constraint.  It was suggested that the banks were also inhibiting survival or growth in the retail sector by not being willing to finance stock.

4.
HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION

John Hughes presented two papers, firstly on licensing of houses in multiple occupation (HMO’s) under the new regime of the Housing Act 2004 and, secondly, changes proposed by the Government to the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 to introduce a separate class for HMO’s.  There was some concern that the regulations could deter home owners from making student accommodation available. 

5.
NAME OF COMMITTEE 

Further to the discussion at last month’s meeting, it was reported that the Council of Birmingham Law Society would consider the name and functions of the NCB Committee, as of other committees.

6.
ANNUAL REPORT

The annual report of the Committee for 2009-2010 was circulated.

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

(i) Sarah Dwight reported that a flyer offering probate services had been enclosed within a gas bill that had come to her attention.  There was general concern about persons who were not legally qualified canvassing for this work.  Reference had been made at a previous Committee meeting to Banks sending their customers to similar firms. 

(ii) Martin Allsopp reported the Building (Local Authority Charges) Regulations 2010 whereby local authorities would be able to charge for advice given prior to the submission of Building Regulations applications.  It was agreed that a report on the regulations should be presented to the Committee.

(iii) Denise Watkins referred to continuing problems over referrals to non-Solicitor conveyancing firms by estate agents.  She had encountered instances where a very low initial fee of below had increased more than tenfold as a result of “add-on’s”.  There was general concern that house purchasers were not getting a proper service.  

(iv) Steve Kelway drew attention to a further consultation by the Land Registry on the transfer of property electronically.  The Land Registry Portal was already available for discharging mortgages on-line (replacing the ENDs method), although there had as yet been very little usage.  The new consultation paper was likely to be available electronically from 22 March on the Land Registry website, unless the election is called beforehand, when it will be postponed until after the election.

The next meeting would take place at the offices of the John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday, 13 April at 1.00 p.m. 

John Hughes

Chairman

