MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 21st APRIL 2009 AT 8 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BT AT 1.00 P.M.

PRESENT 

John Hughes

Martin Allsopp

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

Steve Kelway

Peter Lugsdin

Denise Watkins

Geoff Wood

1.
APOLOGIES

Sarah Dwight

Roger Lloyd

Sue Pendleton

2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 10 March 2009 were as a correct record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

With reference to the item on the Land Registry portal, Steve Kelway said that the system was now running and being tested.  It would take over from the existing Land Registry Online facility.  He agreed to do a presentation on the portal at the May meeting of the Committee.

With reference to the item on bank charges, Martin Allsopp referred to new arrangements that he was making.  He understood that where banks provided overcharge facilities to firms they were now required to lodge an equivalent amount with the Bank of England.

4.
SECRETARY OF NCB COMMITTEE 

Geoff Wood kindly agreed to take on the role on the Secretary of the Committee.

5.
ARTICLE FOR BIRMINGHAM POST MAY 2009

The Committee agreed that an article should be submitted on behalf of the NCB Committee on the problems with HIPs.  The Chairman is to distribute a draft to members.  There was concern that the recently introduced questionnaire in respect of which there had been no consultation with the Law Society, would involve duplication of work done by conveyancers besides exposing sellers to potential liability.   The Committee considered that the optional Home Condition Reports were little used in practice and were of limited value as lenders were likely to require a full survey report.

6.
PANEL SOLICITORS

Members reported that in addition to Abbey Plc, Alliance & Leicester and Bradford & Bingley had been removing solicitors firms from their panels where no instructions had been received for twelve months.  However, it was understood that firms could apply for reinstatement.

7.
SRA CONSULTATION

Members considered the questions raised on the consultation questionnaire form on decision making criteria.  There was general agreement that the Solicitors Regulation Authority should act openly and transparently, but it was felt that most of the issues raised were ones for the SRA to decide themselves.

8.
REGISTRATION OF MORTGAGES

A member reported that the Land Registry had refused to accept an application on form RS1 to register a mortgage because it contained a restriction.  Steve Kelly agreed to check the Land Registry’s practice.

9.
FRAUDULENT PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS

The Committee’s attention was drawn to mortgage frauds in the City.  Fraudsters took tenancies of properties on letting agents’ lists after checking that they were not subject to mortgage.  The fraudster executed a deed changing the name of the true owner to his own name and then applied to the Land Registry to register the change of name.  He then applied for a mortgage loan.

10.
 FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Future meetings of the Non-Contentious Business Committee would be held at the offices of The John Hughes Law Practice, Cheltenham House, 14 – 16 Temple Street, Birmingham, B2 5BG on the second Tuesday of each month other than August.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 12 May 2009.

MATTERS FOR COUNCIL

11.
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE

It was agreed that the Non-Contentious Business Committee should comprise the following members:

Chairman: John Hughes, The John Hughes Law Practice Limited

Secretary: Geoff Wild, Coley & Tilley

Council members: 

Martin Allsopp, Allsopp & Co; 

Jon Lloyd, Anthony Collins LLP; 

Bernard Shepherd, Vice President, HBJ Gateley Wareing LLP

Co-opted members: 

Claire Elaine Arthurs, HBJ Gateley Wareing; 

Sarah Dwight, Sarah Dwight Solicitor; 

Stephen Kellway, Coventry District Land Registry; 

Peter Lugsdin, Challinors (Edgbaston); Denise Watkins, Gordon Jones & Co

It was also recommended that the following should be co-opted if they indicated a wish to continue to serve on the Committee:

Dimple Rajpara, Howell & Co

Peter Wilson, Hadens

John Hughes

Chairman
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