MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NON-CONTENTIOUS BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY HELD ON TUESDAY 13th April  2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes

Denise Watkins

Martin Allsopp

Geoff Wood

Sarah Dwight

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

Roger Lloyd

Chris Morris

APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd 

Steve Kelway

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 9th March 2010 were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

Concerns were raised at the practise of firms/licensed conveyancers providing low quotations for conveyancing work and concealing additional charges and expenses in the small print.  It was agreed Denise Watkins and Sarah Dwight would compile documentary evidence and report back on the same to the next meeting with a view to reporting the situation to Jackie Kennedy of Birmingham City Council Trading Standards.

3.
THE BUILDING (LOCAL AUTHORITY CHARGES) REGULATIONS 2010

John Hughes provided a Practice leaflet to the members on the effect of the new regulations which concluded it was to be left to individual local authorities to determine the level of charges for Building Regulations.  It was agreed to leave the matter under review in the light of the imminent election.

4.
NAME OF COMMITTEE

It was agreed the Committee should be renamed Property & Development subject to the approval of Council.  John Hughes 

5.  
CHAIRMANSHIP

John Hughes said that he had been asked by Terry Lipscombe if would be interested in becoming Chairman of the Consultation Committee.   He did not feel able to maintain two Chairmanships.   It was agreed that he should remain Chairman of the NCB Committee.

6.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE

Denise Watkins will report at the next meeting on an ongoing issue concerning Rule 24 Reserved Matters.

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A discussion took place with regard to the implication of Quinn Insurance going into receivership.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 11th May  2010 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

