BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 12 January 2010 

at the offices of Shakespeare Putsman, Temple Street, Birmingham B2 5DJ

1. attendance
Those present were Michael Hibbs, Fergal Dowling, Andrew Cox and Linda Jones (Chair).  Apologies were sent by Alan Jones, Martin Chitty, Victoria Duddles, Tracy Worthington and Jaspal Singh.

2. minutes of last meeting and matters arising
Other than a misspelling of Mike Hibbs' name as Mike Hobbs in a couple of places in the Minutes, there were no other comments or matters arising.

3. follow-up on discussion with bernard shepherd
There was a review of the matters discussed at the last meeting when Bernard Shepherd had attended.  It was agreed that the Committee are fulfilling the functions which the President believes it should be carrying out and there is no immediate further action required from us in this respect.

4. consultation papers: default retirement age
There was some discussion of the latest Government consultation on the default retirement age.  A number of questions have been posed by the Government to which a response is required by 26 January.  Fergal Dowling offered to produce a draft response which he will circulate for comment.  He asked for any contributions to be sent to him by Friday 22 January.

5. venue and date of next meeting
The next meeting is on 9 February.  It was agreed that it would take place at Pinsent Masons' offices.  Fergal Dowling offered to host the following meeting on 9 March at Irwin Mitchell.

6. any other business
There was a general discussion of the legal market and opportunities for referral work.  It was noted that it was difficult to find reasonable quality firms for the referral of junior employees (as opposed to senior executives).  

Linda Jones

22 January 2010 
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