BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 9 February 2010 

at the offices of PINSENT MASONS LLP, 3 COLMORE CIRCUS, 

Birmingham B4 6BH

1. attendance
Those present were Linda Jones (Chair), Victoria Duddles, Martin Chitty, Richard Steer, Jaspal Singh and Andrew Cox.  Apologies were sent by Alan Jones and Michael Hibbs. 

2. minutes of last meeting and matters arising
The minutes were approved. There were no matters arising.

3. consultation papers: default retirement age
Richard queried whether the response to the default retirement age produced by Fergal Dowling had gone on the BLS website. Linda Jones said that she would check with Rebecca Lynch. 

4. PR
Andrew Cox agreed to write a short piece to go in the Bulletin about the Equality Bill. 

Linda Jones agreed to write a short article about the impact of Stringer and Pereda for the Bulletin. 

5. TRAINING COURSE ON MEDIATION
Martin Chitty suggested that it might be a good idea to offer to organise a training course for BLS on mediation in employment disputes. We could have as speakers a judge who does judicial mediation, a local CEDR qualified mediator and someone from Acas. It was noted in that respect that Carol Davenport has recently retired. It was suggested by Linda Jones that it might be a good idea to ask the new Regional Head to attend a Committee meeting. 

6. venue and date of next meeting
The next meeting is on 9 March 2010 at Irwin Mitchell.

7. any other business
It was noted that the next President of BLS would be Dean Parnell. His appointment will take effect following the AGM on 27 April. 

Linda Jones

8 March  2010 
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