BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 11 may 2010

at the offices of irwin mitchell, 31 temple Street, Birmingham b2 5db

1. attendance
Those present were Linda Jones (Chair), Andrew Cox, Tracy Worthington, Michael Hibbs, Richard Steer, Victoria Duddles, Alan Jones and Fergal Dowling.  Apologies were received from Victoria Garrad and Jaspal Singh.

2. minutes of last meeting and matters arising
The Minutes were approved.  There were no matters arising.

3. TRAINING EVENT ON MEDITATION
The training event supported by the Committee is due to take place this Thursday at Pinsent Masons.  There are currently 35 delegates registered to attend, although 10 of them are from Pinsent Masons and a substantial number from the member firms of the other Committee members.  Mike Hibbs is to chair the event.

4. MEETING WITH DEAN PARNELL
Linda Jones reported that she is meeting with Dean Parnell at his request on 19 May and that he has said that he would like to attend the next Committee meeting on 8 June.

5. contribution to birmingham post employment law supplement
Linda Jones explained that Mike Maloney from the Birmingham Post had been in touch with her to say that the Birmingham Law Society has agreed to support the Post's next employment law supplement.  Mike wanted to know whether the members of the employment law committee would be prepared to write an introduction to the supplement.  Members of the Birmingham Law Society will be invited to contribute articles.  There will be around 8 to 10 articles in total.

The supplement is due to come out end June/beginning July.

There was some discussion about whether the timing of the supplement was appropriate, given that it was approaching the summer holidays and that we would not yet have any firm idea of what the new government is likely to do in respect of employment law.  There was also some doubt about whether we would have sufficient notice of the topics to be covered in the articles to be written to be able to write an intelligent introduction.  It was suggested that we should invite Dawn Roberts from Headline, the PR Agency which is advising BLS, to our next meeting on 8 June to discuss these questions.

6. venue for next meeting
The next meeting will be on 8 June.  It will be hosted by Pinsent Masons.

7. any other business
There was no other business.
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