BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting on Tuesday 16 June 2009

 Held at the offices of Irwin Mitchell, 31 Temple Street, Birmingham, B2 5DB

1. attendance
Those in attendance were:
Linda Jones (Chair), Tracey Worthington, Fergal Dowling, Richard Steer, Martin Chitty, Vicky Duddles and Alan Jones.

Apologies were received from Jaspal Singh, Michael Hibbs and Victoria Garrad. 

2. minutes of last meeting and matters arising
The Minutes of the last meeting were approved.  There were no matters arising.

3. EQUALITY BILL
Linda Jones thanked Fergal and his team for responding to the consultation on multiple discrimination under the Equalities Bill. This had now been sent off and circulated to Committee members. Linda agreed to forward it to Becky Lynch.

Richard Steer stated that it would be a good idea to notify Becky and Paul Farrer of the number of consultations we have responded to this year as the BLS are looking at this. 

4. AGENCY WORKERS DIRECTIVE
Mike Hibbs was not present so there was no discussion of progress with responding to the consultation paper on the implementation of the Agency Workers Directive.  Responses to the consultation are due in by 31 July 2009 so we should be able to discuss it at the next meeting.  

5. BLS EVENTS
Glenda Rogers had asked whether the Committee could support another event on the Equalities bill in the autumn. After discussion, it was concluded that the Bill may not survive the next election and there was insufficient interest in it at this stage to get a good turnout. Martin Chitty agreed to report back to Glenda. 

6. date of next meeting
Martin Chitty offered to host the next meeting at Wragge & Co.  It will take place on Tuesday 14 July 2009 at 8.45am.

7. any other business
There was a discussion about getting PR out of our responses to consultation papers. It was felt that Headline, the PR agency engaged by BLS, could assist wit this. Linda Jones will investigate. 

Linda Jones

10 July 2009 
20\22679835.1\LJJ
1

