MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 8th JUNE 2010 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT

John Hughes (Chair)

Andrew Lancaster (Vice President, Birmingham Law Society)

Roger Lloyd

Sarah Dwight

Steve Kelsall

Geoff Wood

Chris Morris

Martin Allsopp

APOLOGIES

Bernard Shepherd 

Denise Watkins

Claire-Elaine Arthurs

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 11th May 2010 were approved as a correct record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

a)
It was reported the National President is taking up the issue of the discrimination of small 
firms with the Association of Lenders

b)
The Vice President advised of the endeavours of Birmingham Law Society to encourage firms outside Birmingham City Centre to join BLS and for the setting up of local forums.  Not only would such firms receive local benefits eg Gastro Card Membership but would also receive other benefits eg training, networking opportunities, having a say on committees/consultations.


The drive to encourage new members is to be kept under close review.

3.
ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATES
and SUSPENSION OF HIPS

The suspension of HIP’s was widely supported.  It was noted however that EPC’s remain compulsory as far as the conveyancing process is concerned.

4.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE

a)
Sarah Dwight raised the possibility of the  introduction of a Standard Form of Contract for the West Midlands area which members would be required to accept without amendment.  Evidently, Bournemouth Law Society operates such a system but it was accepted difficulties would be encountered when dealing with solicitors outside the area.  The proposal will be canvassed generally through Forums etc and kept under review.

b)
The question of Chancel Repair Liability remains a constant source of aggravation to conveyancers and it was agreed to keep the issue under review in the light of the likely extension of the  deadline for registration being extended beyond October 2013

5.
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

John Hughes circulated a flyer summarising the Coalition Government’s proposed two Bills;  one “a localisation bill” to make miscellaneous changes intended to shift power more towards local control, and a second to reverse Labour’s plans to create Unitary Councils in Exeter, Norwich & Ipswich.

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1.
The Vice President wanted the Committee to communicate matters that were discussed at their meetings to members of the profession generally eg Articles for the Bulletin, news letters, seminars for Glenda to run.  John Hughes advised he proposes doing an article for the Bulletin re Planning Update.

2.
Steve Kelway reported the Land Registry are developing a system of Customer Teams to deal with local enquiries.

3.
It was reported Glenda is constantly looking for members to participate in training sessions.

4.
Sarah Dwight drew the Committee’s attention to a letter in The Gazette regarding the spiralling charges of Management Companies and is writing to the author of the letter for further details.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 13th July  2010 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

