MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 8th March 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 11 January 2011 were approved as a true record.
2. 
MATTERS ARISING

A question arose as to whether Anthony Verduyn of St Philip’s Chambers had received an agenda.  The Chairman agreed to check.
3.
SOLIHULL ROADSHOW

Martin Allsopp reported on the road show for legal practitioners held at St John’s Hotel in Solihull which had been very successful and had been attended by around 40 representatives of firms on the south side of Birmingham.   As a result of the road show, Williamson & Soden had joined Birmingham Law Society, and it was hoped that other firms would follow.
It was agreed that a meeting of the Committee should be held at the St John’s Hotel later in the year, with representatives of local firms being invited to attend.
4.
DISCRIMINATION BY LENDERS


Sarah Dwight referred to a long questionnaire that Lloyds TSB had sent to firms currently on their panel.   She was concerned that they required copies of Client Accounts, which could involve a breach of confidentiality.  The Law Society had issued a Practice Note on the subject, following which the Bank were not now insisting on these accounts provided.

Martin Allsop referred to problems created by some lenders’ setting a four week deadline for the registration of completed transactions, when delays by the lenders themselves in providing the relevant discharge form sometimes made this unrealistic.

It was agreed that Sarah Dwight would co-ordinate comments of the conveyancing members of the Committee  on these matters and correspond direct with the Law Society, reporting back to this Committee as necessary.

5.
LAND REGISTRY IDENTITY CHECKS  
Denise Watkins referred to ID checks being required for witnesses to the signatories of conveyancing transactions, including solicitors who witnessed the execution of a document.   It was generally felt that any steps taken by the Land Registry to discover fraudulent transactions was to be welcomed and therefore it would not be appropriate to object to this practice.

6.
TALK ON CARBON REDUCTION COMMITMENT (“CRC”)
As the first of what were intended to be a series of talks to the Property & Development Committee, Chris Morris presented a paper on the Government’s CRC energy efficiency scheme.   
He explained that the requirements of the scheme were mandatory and would involve qualifying organisations having to register and “purchase” allowances in respect of their carbon emissions, calculated retrospectively on the basis of the previous year’s emissions.  Participating organisations would include large retailers and shopping centres, hotel chains, large offices, utility companies, hospitals, schools and universities, and also government departments and local authorities.  There would be special rules as regards liability between landlords and tenants.

The first sale of allowances would take place in 2012.   However, the original intention that revenue raised from CRC allowances would be recycled to participants in the scheme had been dropped, and the allowances would now be used to support the public finances.
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was agreed that the next talk to the Committee would be given by John Hughes on the Community Infrastructure Levy.
The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 12 April 2011 at 1 p.m.
John Hughes
Chairman

