MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 14th JUNE 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 10th May 2011 were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

3.
LAND REGISTRY UPDATE

In the absence of Steve Kelway, this matter was deferred.  

4.
PLANNING UPDATE

John Hughes gave a detailed and informative talk on the Localism Bill, which deals with improvements claimed by the Coalition Government in terms of new freedoms and flexibility for Local Government, new rights and powers for communities, reforms to make the planning system clearer, more democratic and more effective and reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally.  It also amends the previous Government’s legislation on the Community Infrastructure Levy, which the Conservatives have decided after all not to abolish.   He stressed at this stage it is only a Bill and has to obtain the approval of Parliament.

5.
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY UPDATE
The merger of Curry and Partners and Bigwoods was drawn to the Committee’s attention.  

Sarah Dwight advised she had received a response from Linda Lee, the President of The Law Society, to a letter she had written complaining at her exclusion from the membership panel of The Skipton Building Society, despite having obtained accreditation on the Conveyancing Quality Scheme.  The President had advised that it was up to individual lenders to determine their criteria for panel membership and it showed accreditation did not automatically confer such right and that the Law Society was unable to assist in this respect.

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mitchell Ball advised the Committee onerous provisions were beginning to be imposed on landlords via planning conditions to ensure delivery of sustainable development in accordance with the guidance contained in PPS I; Delivering Sustainable Development and Planning and Climate – supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 and the DDC and SNC Energy and Development SPD (2007).
The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 12th July 2011 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

