MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 14th June 2011 were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were none. 

3.
THE NEW PLANNING SYSTEM

Clive Read sought the views of the Committee on the new planning system to assist him to prepare for a breakfast meeting he was attending at The Lib Dem Conference on 22 September in this respect.   A paper entitled “Draft National Planning Policy Framework” was produced by John Hughes, which formed the basis of a wide ranging debate amongst the Committee on the pros and cons of the Government’s proposals.  A copy of the paper is attached.  Clive Read will report back on the breakfast meeting at the next meeting.

4. 
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY UPDATE

Mark Jones reminded the Committee that from 1 October 2011, all private drains and sewers outside the curtilage of the particular property will become the responsibility of the relevant water and sewerage company, subject to a few exceptions.  He advised he would give a talk about this at the next meeting.  

Anthony Verduyn reported that the Land Registry Adjudication Department is now processing applications very quickly.

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

John Hughes advised there would be a Law Society reception at The Lib Dem Conference which members were invited to attend.  Further, that Steve Kelway would give a talk at the next meeting on the Law Commission’s proposals for covenants and easements.  

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 11th October 2011 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

