MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 12TH APRIL 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 8th March 2011were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.

3.
BLS OFFICES

John Hughes reported the new President of the BLS is Andrew Lancaster, Vice President is Mary Kaye and Deputy Vice President is Martin Allsopp.

4.
THE COMMITTEE INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY

John Hughes gave an informative talk on the Community Infrastructure Levy introduced by the previous Government and adopted by the Coalition Government, highlighting the fact it is a tax on planning permission and is an adoptive scheme.  Already some local authorities are in the process of adopting it and it seems inevitable that the others will follow in due course.

The levy will avoid the need for many Section 106 Agreements and its intended purpose is to ensure that costs incurred in providing infrastructure to support the development of an area can be funded at least in part by the developers of land in the area.

5.
THE LAW SOCIETY CONVEYANCING QUALITY SCHEME (CQS)

Sarah Dwight gave a talk on the new CQS Scheme currently being rolled out across the country by the Law Society which is a quality standard awarded to solicitors’ practices dealing with residential conveyancing that meet the rigorous criteria required.  Its introduction is support by the Council of Mortgage Lenders and Association of British Insurers and it is likely in time accreditation will be a requirement of lender panel membership.

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was none.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 10th May 2011 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

