MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 11h January 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG

PRESENT



APOLOGIES

John Hughes 



Bernard Shepherd


Roger Lloyd



Chris Morris

Steve Kelway

Martin Allsop

Denise Watkins


Sarah Dwight

Geoff Wood

Anthony Verduyn

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 9 November 2010 were approved as a true record.

2. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.

3.
Anthony Verduyn, Head of Property at St Philip’s Chambers, was formally welcomed as a new member of the Committee.

4.
OBJECTIVES FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR 2011

Firstly, Martin Allsop nominated and John Hughes seconded the appointment of Sarah Dwight as Vice-Chairman of the Committee with effect from 1 April 2011.  

It was agreed that the Committee would continue to meet on a monthly basis but if there was no significant matter to discuss on the Agenda in a particular month, that meeting would be cancelled and due notice given to the Committee members.

The views for the objectives of the Committee for the current year were canvassed with the individual members resulting in the following issues to be considered and debated during 2011:-

a. The significant changes proposed at the Land Registry.  A feasibility study is currently considering allocating firms to specific Land Registry teams, who will deal with all those firm’s applications in England and Wales, e.g. Birmingham firms will be allocated specific teams in Coventry Land Registry.

b. The introduction of Transaction Conveyancing Quality Scheme (CQS).

c. The effect the proposed changes to Indemnity Premiums for firms carrying out Conveyancing will have generally and the implications in particular for small to medium sized firms.

d. The expansion of the Tribunal System and the various judicial and legislative changes proposed, e.g. the development and expansion of the Office for the Adjudication of the Land Registry.

e. The new Conveyancing protocol.

f. Lenders hardening attitudes towards their mortgage panels and the implications of ABS’s from October 2011.

g. Mortgage fraud.

h. The Local Authorities’ move towards standardisation of documentation and proposals regarding regeneration schemes and the Urban Development Fund.

i. The necessity for the Committee to produce at least two articles per annum for publication.  

j. The Government’s Localism Bill and general developments in Planning/compulsory purchase.

5.
PLANNING UPDATE


John Hughes circulated a printout from the Government’s website regarding the Localism Bill and it was agreed to defer discussion on the same until the next meeting.  

6. CORRESPONDENCE WITH HM TREASURY RE CONVEYANCING PANELS

Deferred.

7.
CONVEYANCING UPDATE
Deferred.

8.
COMMITTEE DINNER
It was agreed it will be held on 8 February – Time 6 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. at Opus Restaurant, 54 Cornwall Street, Birmingham.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 8 February 2011 at 1 p.m.

Geoff Wood

Secretary

