BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2009 

AT 8.30 AM AT BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

In attendance:
Carla Hull


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited [Chair]


Gayle Bevan


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited


Caroline Coates 

Buller Jeffries


Steve Cunnane

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce


Jessica Nelson

British American Business Council


Raj Padhiar


Carlton’s Solicitors


Philip Steel


Robin Simon LLP


David Waterhouse

Rutherfords Solicitors


John Westwood

ILEX

Apologies:
Charles Bond


Cobbetts


Aman Chhina


Murria Solicitors


Paul Farrow


Birmingham Law Society


Tony Harris


Harris Cooper Walsh LLP


Nilay Shastry


Irwin Mitchell


Bernard Shepherd

HBJ Gateley Wareing


Makhan Singh

Murria Solicitors

1
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

CEH introduced Raj Padhiar.  Raj had expressed an interest in joining the Committee following his involvement with the Indian delegation and was formally welcomed.  

2
British American Business Council
CEH welcomed Jessica Nelson of the British American Business Council (BABC) to the meeting.  Jessica gave a brief summary of BABC and their involvement with UKTI with regard to current plans for a trip to Chicago.  BABC’s aim was to promote business trade and investment and networking opportunities.  SC commented that Sarah Faulkner (also BABC) had been particularly helpful with the trip to Chicago last March when he took a group of Accountants.  This time SC wanted to take a larger group –a mix of lawyers and other businesses – later in the year, perhaps Autumn.  SC confirmed Jessica’s involvement in the proposed trip and although Susan Faulkner was now stepping down from the role of Executive Director of BABC, her successor was Cassie Muir who is originally from Chicago.  SC agreed to liaise with the Consulate in Chicago regarding the feasibility of a trip in September / October of this year.  It may be necessary to reconsider if it proves to be a particularly busy time for them

CEH confirmed the general interest of the Committee to a trip to Chicago.  CEH enquired if BABC had any specific events planned regarding Chicago.  JN confirmed that they had an event planned for 19 March 2009 “Generating Success in the US Marketplace” which would be held at the Longbridge Innovation Centre.  It may prove to be an ideal opportunity to promote the proposed trip then.

PS confirmed the benefits of BABC and suggested an item go into The Bulletin as soon as possible.  JN agreed to forward details to CEH today

CEH enquired as to other delegations planned by UKTI for 2009.  SC advised that he was in the initial stages of planning a trip to Bahrain in December 2009.

SC confirmed that No 5 Chambers had been forced to postpone their trip to India, due to take place in April 2009.  SC to have discussions with No 5 Chambers so will check their revised date in order to avoid any clashes of dates. It was likely to be Autumn 2009.  It may be that a return trip to India would be considered in early 2010 - perhaps Delhi.  SC agreed to update CEH after his meetings with No 5.

CEH confirmed that MS and AC were keen to support any trips to India and generally there was likely to be a good take-up in this regard.

However CEH commented that the Committee should really focus on one trip at a time due to the amount of preparation and work involved in planning and promoting each delegation.

ACTION:
SC, JN, CEH

3
Hong Kong / Shanghai

SC confirmed the dated for this trip as 21 February 2009.  To date plans were going well.  Twelve companies were participating, combining a mix of business and professional services.  Two Committee Members (David Waterhouse and Tony Harris) were going.

It was suggested that an Introductory Pack outlining the background and aims of the Committee should be put together.  This could be handed out to people on any trips or visits.  CC agreed that she could quickly put something together, perhaps in time for the trip to Hong Kong.  She had folders in which to insert a few loose sheets of information, BLS Bulletin and information sheets etc.  It was agreed that the booklet of Council Members should be included as this would prove a useful point of contact.

ACTION:
CC
4
Chicago

See Item 2 above.

5
India – President’s Lunch
CEH confirmed that she and Caroline Coates were meeting Mr Raghuvanshi (Solicitor General of India) and Ms Ambekar (Standing Council-Union of India) at a President’s lunch on Tuesday 24 February 2009 (to be held at BLS).  CC confirmed that her firm were kindly paying for the lunch,  Mr Raghuvanshi and Ms Ambekar were visiting London first and then visiting Birmingham for a few days.  Their itinerary had largely been organised with the assistance of MS and AC.

CEH confirmed that it was imperative to keep up BLS relations with India, keeping Birmingham at the forefront.  The recent trip to India had put BLS in the focus of people’s minds there.

For the record, CEH said that all credit for this achievement was due to MS and AC for their hard work in profile raising and organisation whilst in Delhi.

PS enquired whether this lunch would involve Mike Whitby of Birmingham City Council.  He said it would be an ideal opportunity to promote Birmingham and perhaps obtain press coverage in the Birmingham Post / Gazette.  CEH agreed that she would liaise with MS and AC regarding the PR and other plans for this event.  PS confirmed that Bob Haslet and Dawn Roberts were useful contacts in this regard.

It was agreed that BLS had been successful with articles nationally as well as regionally.  She confirmed AC had circulated an article regarding the new LLP Bill in respect of the liberalisation issue.   MS / AC can advise on the best time to visit Delhi again in terms of wider, legal benefits.  Alison Hook can also advise on how the process is going.

CC confirmed that AH was not attending the lunch but could be briefed afterwards.

ACTION:
CC, CEH, MS, AC

6
President’s Dinner and Legal Awards Dinner
CC confirmed that the Dinner went well and although Justice Geeta Mittal had been unable to attend she had wished everyone a lot of success and appeared pleased to have been invited.  There had been attendees from Lyon; Cobbetts having provided the hospitality.  Dominic Prentice was keen to keep this relationship progressing and remained actively involved with Lyon since our last delegation.

CEH confirmed that Tim Hughes and Simon Wesley were coming over for the Legal Awards Dinner and suggested that it would be advantageous to perhaps have a Committee table and invite them to join that table, if respective firms were generally agreeable to that.

PS stated that there were opportunities for more than this one night.  Firms had previously taken part in the Exchange Programme.  It could be an opportunity to thank those firms and those firms could be invited to host a lunch.  Again there would be more press coverage.  CEH confirmed that she was keen for BLS to support Tim Hughes and agreed to liaise with PS on this point.

CC referred to other exchanges that used to be held in the 1970’s involved Birmingham lawyers visiting Lyon and hosting a return visit and queried when it ceased and whether this could be re-visited.  PS felt that in the current economic climate many firms would think this too expensive.  CEH confirmed that although the majority of firms were tightening purse strings, there were some firms currently giving it thought, eg Cobbetts.  CEH would investigate whether there is an appetite for this.

ACTION:
CEH, PS

7
Lyon Exchange

See Item 6 above.

8
Any Other Business
CEH to liaise regarding Chicago, Lyon and India and to circulate dates and information.

CEH commented on how successful the Committee was.  Currently there are 17 members and she has received interest in joining from other sources.  She thanked Raj Padhiar for his interest in joining and attending at short notice today.  CEH confirmed that BS had suggested two other people, one being Buddug Williams also of HBJ Gateley-Wareing who had a lot of international connections and could prove to be a valuable asset.  It was agreed that CEH would invite her to the next meeting.

After a brief discussion it was further agreed that CEH would make a decision on whether members who had not attended for many months would remain on the Committee.

CEH advised the Committee that Derek Larkin had unfortunately had to step down as a member due to work commitments.  She confirmed that he had been a real supporter of the Committee previously and extended a vote of thanks for his hard work and noted that he would be welcome back at any point in the future should his circumstances change.

ACTION:
CEH

John Westwood asked if there was a UKTI Awards Dinner proposed for this year.  SC confirmed that there was but would confirm the date to CEH to circulate.

ACTION:
SC

9
Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 15 April 2009 at Birmingham Law Society at 8.30am.   

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed.
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