MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PROPERTY & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2011 AT THE OFFICES OF THE JOHN HUGHES LAW PRACTICE CHELTENHAM HOUSE 14-16 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM B2 5BG
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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 13 September 2011 were approved as a true record.
2. 
MATTERS ARISING

There were none. 
3.
THE LAW COMMISSION’S PROPOSALS ON COVENANTS 

AND EASEMENTS
Steve Kelway gave an outline of the wide ranging proposals by the Law Commission to reform the law relating to Covenants and Easements.  It was accepted these are early days but it was felt likely the law relating to prescriptive easements and covenants would be substantially amended.  A full consultation is now awaited on the subject.  
4. 
ADOPTION OF PRIVATE FOUL/SURFACE WATER DRAINS/SEWERS
The planned changes are now officially in force but there remains a degree of uncertainty.  Mitchell Ball will endeavour to arrange for a representative of Severn Trent to attend the next meeting to give an overview of the new sewer adoption regime.  
5. 
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY UPDATE
Roger Lloyd - right to buy was likely to be a hot topic in the near future.  He understands the discount provision would be increased. 

6. 
PLANNING UPDATE 
John Hughes reported the Draft National Planning Policy Framework, having been reduced from around 1000 pages to 58 pages, is currently out for consultation.  
6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was none. 
The next meeting will take place at the Offices of The John Hughes Law Practice on Tuesday 8 November 2011 at 1 p.m.
Geoff Wood

Secretary
