MINUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2011 8.30 am

@ BLAKEMORES SOLICITORS BIRMINGHAM

PRESENT:

Bernard Shepherd (BS) Blakemores

Steve Cunnane (SC) UKTI

Tony Harris (TH) Sydney Mitchell

Nilay Shastry (NS) Miles Pierce

John Westwood (JW) Ilex

Tony McDaid (TMD) No5 Chambers

Sandra Astbury (SJA) No5 Chambers

APOLOGIES:

None received

BS opened the meeting by thanking TMD and SA for offering to take the minutes at the International Committee meetings.

Nothing arising following meeting of the 12.9.11.

1.
TURKEY

BS reported that he had sent two e mails to the President of the Turkish Bar but as yet had not received a response.
TMD informed the Committee that a newly recruited barrister at No5, Emma Edhem (International Arbitrator)  has now met with BS to discuss her links with Turkey. EE is extremely well connected and is keen to further develop links with Turkey.  TMD  and EE attended the Turkish British Chamber of Commerce Dinner held at the Savoy on Saturday 8th October.  EE is keen to assist future initiatives and will (subject to diary commitments) attend future meetings. TMD will circulate EE’s CV. EE will also be invited to attend the Istanbul Conference in February. Discussion took place regarding the date of the Conference. It was agreed that SC will look at dates, possibly  w/c 27th February 2012 (subject to any clashes with religious festivals).  It is envisaged that the conference will commence on the Monday for 3 days, culminating in a reception/dinner on the last day. With regard to flights to Turkey, Turkish Airlines fly from Birmingham Airport. NS stated that he has contact with the President of Turkish Airlines  and will speak to him regarding possible deals and donating a raffle prize for the forthcoming BLS Dinner.
ACTION

SJA to send the Committee EE’s CV

SC to confirm dates

NS to speak with contact at Turkish Airlines – airfares and raffle prize

2.
FRANCE
SC confirmed that he had received no communication from Dominic Prentis regarding the visit to Lyon in December 2011. BS reminded the Committee that Birmingham is twinned with Lyon and the visit to Lyon is an annual event to include the attendance at the opening of the Legal Year. The College of Law also carry out exchanges. It has proved to be a good connection. The event is due to start on the 1st December with a Gala evening on the Friday. There is no funding available towards this event. With regard to the invites to the Dinner, Dominic Prentis is dealing with this.
ACTION

SC to chase – confirm date/agenda

DP to send out invites to Gala Dinner – date by?

3.
INDIA
This event in Mumbai is due to take place w/c 28 November 2011. BS confirmed that he will be unable to attend. SC  requested members e mail him as a matter of urgency whether they can attend or not. SC reported that the £550 grants are no longer available but grants for SME’s may be available up to £1,000 but £2,000 would need to be spent in order to qualify. Unfortunately this event clashes with the France event. NS stated that he could meet with the President and Secretary of the Vadodara Chamber of Commerce & Industry. NS has also met with Param Shah, Head-Gujarat State Council of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry. NS is currently looking into following these leads up and reported to the Committee that he is hoping to become a member of the Indian Bar Council.
ACTION

NS to follow up leads as above
4.
CHINA

The visit by the Chinese delegates  from the Ministry of Justice, China, will take place between 24/25 October 2011, 25 delegates in total.  The delegates are senior directors in legal education/training. They are planning a research program in the UK and would like to communicate with us if possible. In detail they are looking for some information on:
1.
Briefing of our qualification and training programs for legal service, staffs and professionals
2.
CPD accredited courses/professional development programs for solicitors

3.
Innovative curriculum design and assessment standards for qualification courses.

The delegates will be in Birmingham on the 24/25 October. They will be staying at the Ramada in Coventry.  BS will devise program. BS requested the assistance of all Committee members. Any ideas regarding this visit please send to BS. Perception Solutions will arrange additional interpreters.  JW offered to talk at this event re local education topic.  BS reported that Eileen Schofield had expressed interest in giving a talk. It is envisaged that 6 speakers will be required each day.  BS stated he is currently looking for sponsorship for food etc and that whilst he would like to plan a sightseeing tour the organiser preferred not. The business case for the event is to raise the profile of Birmingham.
ACTION

BS to devise program – by Friday 14.10.11
5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Regarding diary dates for 2012, TMD requested that these dates are circulated asap. SC confirmed that the dates are usually confirmed at the beginning of their financial year.
It was agreed that “Frankfurt” will be added to the Agenda of the next meeting.

TMD confirmed that he will be attending the International Conference in Dubai later this month and that No5 are also holding a seminar on Bribery & Corruption in India this week.  It was agreed that such activities involving Committee members and/or their organisations would be on the Agenda going forward so as to inform fellow members and avoid, where possible, a clash of dates, duplication of effort and/or potential conflicts. The former National Law Society Chairman was Alison Hook with whom BLS had strong links.   JW confirmed the new Head is Julia Bateman and it would be useful to have a meeting with Julia.
SC requested that a  contact  Harry Ray from  who gives advice on joint ventures  and partnering abroad, is keen to meet the Committee. It was agreed that Harry would be invited to attend a meeting of the International Committee and that the Committee need to be more pro-active. The Committee would welcome speakers to attend the meetings on any interesting topics.
ACTION

SC to circulate dates for 2012 

“Frankfurt” to be added to Agenda for next meeting
JW to arrange meeting with Head of International, National Law Society, Julia Bateman

SC to arrange for Harry Ray to attend meeting

The meeting closed at 9.15 am

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 8th November 2011 at 8.30 am @ No5 Chambers, Steelhouse Lane, Birmingham, B4 6DR
