BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17 JUNE 2009 

AT 8.30 AM AT BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

In attendance:
Carla Hull


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited [Chair]


Philip Steel


Robin Simon LLP


David Waterhouse

Rutherfords Solicitors


John Westwood

ILEX


Steve Cunnane

UKTI, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce


Nilay Shastry

Apologies:
Caroline Coates 

Buller Jeffries / Birmingham Law Society


Tony Harris


Sydney Mitchell Solicitors


Paul Farrow


Birmingham Law Society



Bernard Shepherd

HBJ Gateley Wareing


Raj Padhiar


Carltons Solicitors


Charles Bond


Cobbetts


Makhan Singh

Murria Solicitors


Aman Chhina


Murria Solicitors

1
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2
India Seminar & Proposed Visit

The visit was planned for 24 – 31 October 2009 and CEH confirmed she had circulated the UKTI flyer.  There was to be a Briefing for the Mission late September 2009 and SC advised that the visit was partly paralleled with the No5 event.  However, there is no onus on those attending the Trade Mission to attend the Conference.  

SC would work with the High Commission, and AC and MS from the committee to plan and facilitate the delegation.  There was a very good response from the High Commission as to last year’s visit, and CEH commented that this was extremely successful and a great deal of planning had gone into the Trade Mission from SC, MS and AC particularly.

The No 5 conference would host Alison Hook as a speaker so she would be in India at the same time as the delegation, which would be very useful.  Alison was involved with a Lord Mayor type mission in Delhi.  SC was meeting Alison on Friday and would ask for her whether there had been any recent developments regarding liberalisation.  

The committee agreed it would be useful to hold a seminar in September and SC confirmed UKTI would contribute £1,000 towards this.  CEH would confirm speakers with AC and MS and take their advice.

JW commented that Professor Padwa had organised an India networking event at Aston university, which was very successful.  He attended on behalf of the committee.  Peter Shearer from aston University was meeting with SC on 3 July 2009 and he would explore possibilities for a potential link with the Trade Mission and/or seminar.  NS had also spoken with Dr Higson (Vice Chancellor at Aston University) and would discuss the Mission further with Dr Higson when they next met.

ACTION:

CEH, MS, SC and AC to Plan India Seminar for September.  CEH to obtain One Ten as potential

Venue and AC / MS to consider speakers.  

SC to speak to Peter Shearer re speakers from Aston University.

3
China

There would be another Hong Kong / Shanghai Mission in 2010, linked to the Expo 2010.  SC confirmed this would be June / July 2010.  The Expo starts in March 2010 and continues for several months.  SC to consider the business case and benefits of linking the Trade Mission to the Expo, or whether there were more cultural benefits.

DW commented that it was mooted last time whether to use a West Midlands stand at the Expo in the UK Pavilion as a meeting place.  The delegates to the Mission could invite people to meet there, and there was the potential for a function such as the Consular Evening to be hosted there.

CEH and SC were meeting with Yeow Poon of People & Organisation Ltd.  CEH explained YP was developing ideas for a China Centre to provide a sort of ‘soft landing’ for Chinese visitors to Birmingham.  Key clusters of the China Centre would include a centre of expertise and business hub, targeted facilities for Chinese companies looking to invest in Birmingham, a Chinese Community Centre engaging in social and cultural development in Birmingham, potential businesses such as a tea house, language labs, community day services and the possibility of a Confucius Institute.  CEH confirmed a Chinese delegation of around 20 top companies, led by the Minister of Commerce, travelled through Germany, Spain, Switzerland and the UK on a spending spree for M&A and investment opportunities.  200 businesses had previously visited in February 2009 and spent $13bn.  China has $2 trillion of foreign reserves.  The targeted areas were automobile, machinery, textile, food, electronics and technologies relating to energy saving and environmental protection.

SC confirmed that Tom Marchbanks from AWM was likely to be involved as he was the leading person for investment concerning China.

ACTION:



DW to prepare an article for the Bulletin.


CEH and SC to meet with Yeow Poon, People & Organisation Ltd.

4
France

The Rentree dates this year are 17 – 19 December 2009.  UKTI could hopefully provide a grant of £200 per company, particularly is SMEs attend the conference.  The conference will be around the theme ‘Should we be worried about the future?’  It will focus on the profession around Europe, the threats to it and any opportunities.  The main reception will be more modern, but this will mean more people can attend.

SC suggested those attending go from Thursday to Saturday.  CEH to see whether there are CPD points available for the conference.

JW commented that BERR has gone, and now become BIS (Business, Innovation & Skills).  Under the EU Services Directive 2006, they were concentrating on recognising lawyers around Europe and enabling them to practice abroad.  Alison Hook was involved and there is a consultation on this at the moment.  It is largely concerning setting up business enterprises abroad.  PS commented that this could take years, particularly in France given Sarkozy’s recent comments as to the “Anglo-Saxon threaters”.  JW commented that the Balkan states are keen on the Directive. 

PS and CEH discussed the exchange programme with the Lyon Bar and the College of Law in Birmingham.  PS thought the same firms would be involved, and Naomi Candlin at St Philips had taken over from John de Waal now he had moved to Hardwicke Chambers in London.  Naomi is keen on this programme, having herself spent time in Paris.  A reception would be hosted by Robin Simon LLP and St Philips, probably at Hotel du Vin again, for the foreign guests.

CEH would appreciate some copy for the Bulletin, as this would provide some recognition for the firms involved and also promote BLS and the exchange programme.  PS kindly volunteered to provide this.  

ACTION:

CEH – discuss CPD points with Tim Hughes and provide general update regarding the potential visit.

PS to prepare some copy for the Bulletin regarding the impending exchange programme in September.  

5
Chicago

SC confirmed that this was planned for Monday 1 March 2010 and the visit would be for a week.  The date has been agreed with the consulate.
Jessica from the Birmingham Chamber had previously come to the last meeting.  Her colleague, Susan, had now gone to the United States and Cassie Muir had taken over her role.  Cassie was herself from the Chicago area.  SC would enlist her assistance with the Trade Mission.

NS commented that there were 2 bar councils in Chicago; the Illinois State Bar and the Chicago City Bar.  NS kindly confirmed he would liaise with the 2 bar councils regarding the proposed Trade Mission and try to tie them into arrangements.  NS is also meeting Cassie at the Chamber at 10.30am during the 2nd week in July.  He would involve SC with this meeting.  NS commented that BABC has a chapter in Chicago.

SC discussed logistics and was to investigate flights with Continental and American Airlines.  DW confirmed he knew the representative for Continental, who lived in Birmingham.  He would speak to her (Ursula Hammond) and see whether he could negotiate any good deals.

ACTION:

NS to meet with Cassie Muir and SC regarding the Trade Mission, and to liaise with the 2 bar councils in Chicago.

DW to speak to Continental Rep.

6
UKTI Awards Dinner

This was a very good event and the committee thanked SC for inviting them to the evening.

ACTION:


N/A


7
Any Other Business
PS kindly agreed to host the next meeting at Robin Simon LLP, 37a Waterloo Street.  The meeting would be at 8.30am on 18 August 2009.  Meetings at BLS would need to start at 9am due to staffing restrictions.

There had recently been a successful Russia evening at Cobbetts and East Midlands Chamber were involved.  It was a very good networking event, and Cobbetts were praised by those who attended.  CB was planning a trip to Russia, leaving today, and would update SC when he got back.  He is seeing the UKTI team whilst he is there.  SC intended to take a group out there at some point and would discuss further with CB.

MS to prepare copy for the Bulletin regarding the Kashmir conference discussed at the last meeting.

ACTION:


SC and CB to liaise regarding potentials in Russia.

8
Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be 18 August 2009 at Robin Simon LLP at 9am.   

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed.



CEH/BLS International Committee – Minutes – 17 June 2009


