Minutes of International Committee Meeting

12 September 2011

Present:

Raj (RP)




Steve (SC)




Tony (T )




Bernard (BS)




Angela Henry (AH)

Apologies: 

John Hughes




Dominic Regan




John Westwood

Nilay Shastry

The following matters were addressed:-

1. Re: Turkey

BS  reported that through our contact Tony McDavid there was a Turkish female Barrister who had joined No 5. She was keen to help with arrangements for this visit and is apparently  well connected.  

It was recognised there is strong enthusiasm for going to Turkey, with Steve commenting on going to Istanbul & intent for content of visits to be both Business and Legal;  BS has good contacts in Turkey and through contact approaches are to be made to the President of Bar; Raj is doing a lot of notorial work; and AH committed to pursuing her contact.

Steve  is seeking a date when visit should take place, sometime in March being canvassed. It was noted there is some funds for arranging a briefing, reception via the embassy.  Steve indicated he would explore possibility of funding for Istanbul trip.

2. RE: France

Dominic Regan, BS and others have established good contacts in  Lyon. The intention is to canvas DR for update re visit in December

3. Re: China 

China, BS reported positively on the recent visit by Chinese Delegates to College of Law and the contribution of Guy Barnett to that event.  It is felt there is a need for input from someone who knows this area.

4. Re: India

Discussions around impending visit to India was very lively, with all present recognising the opportunity of building on previous visits by committee members (including Tony and BS).  All expressed an interest and Steve confirmed the availability of grants to the amount of £550 to cover the air fare.  BS committed to contacing Makhan Singh re: possibility of him wishing to join delegates. In response to AH’s recent dealings with Indian sub-continent bank, Raj commented that HSBC is big in India;  there was mention of Joanna/Chris Harrington  - contacts at HSBC.  Tony spoke of his experiences in Mumbai and Delhi & of the desire of most firms to get something out of initiative; and that it is a fabulous experience.  It was noted that Steve flies out with Emirates end of October, the working visits would be spread over say  3 days commencing 28.10.11.  Costings were discussed, including likelihood hotel would be  £120 per night with b/fast.  Tony reckoned total likely cost £1k - £1.5k.For travel arrangements Steve recommended Tony Watson based in Hockley.  Raj expressed a willingness to approach Emirates.

Other business

BS indicated Guy Barnett expressed an interest in joining Committee – general recognition him doing so would be good..

General acceptance we need:-

· to know what is happening with Int’l Ctte @ National Law Society, especially following departure of head – Angela (?)

· to raise  profile of what Ctte is doing via Birmingham post/press release, should be looking to contact John Lamb – Press officer – Manages press PR

· BS to request Becky circulate the list of BLS International Committee Members

All present to take up offer of London C of C and travel down to London on 17.10.11.  Re: this initiative it was encouraging of SC and there is recognition we need to build relations, demonstrate cross support.

Date and time of next meeting. – 11.10.11 @ 8.30 a.m

