BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 2nd FEBRUARY 2010

AT 8.30 AM AT HBJ GATELEY WAREING

In Attendance:          John Westwood (Chair)    Ilex

                                 Bernard Shepherd             HBJ Gateley Wareing

                                 Tony Harris                        Sydney Mitchell Solicitors

                                 Nilay Shastri                       Miles Pierce

                                 Angela Henry                     Browne Henry Solicitors

                                 Katie Silvester                    HBJ Gateley Wareing

                                 Steve Cunnane                  UKTI

                                 Clive Black                         The Law Society

                                 Alison Hook                        The Law Society

Apologies                 Carla Hull                            Carla Hull Solicitors Limited

                                 Charles Bond                      Cobbetts

                                 Philip Steele                        Robin Simon LLP  

The Chair welcomed Angela and Kate to their first Committee meeting.
1. Minutes of the meeting Dec 1st 2009

The minutes of the meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2. Lyons

Bernard Shepherd gave a brief outline of his visit to Lyons in December. He had attended the Swearing In of New Advocates and also the formal dinner. Amongst the guests was the President of the Turkish Bar who expressed his enthusiasm for links with BLS. The Chair agreed to liaise with Bernard about writing to the President with a view to inviting a delegation to Birmingham. 

The Committee expressed its desire to maintain its excellent links with Lyons, the Chair suggested the possibility of a short visit by BLS in the Summer.   

ACTION  BS JW SC 

3. Chicago

SC noted that recruitment from solicitors for the visit to Chicago was low but he still hoped that there would be late registrations.

SC also noted that the lunch on the 25th February with the US Ambassador as keynote speaker was currently being promoted by BABC. Although the President was not required to make a formal speech on this occasion, it was hoped that there would be a substantial number of members from the BLS in attendance.

4. RUSSIA 

The delegation for the visit to Moscow and St Petersburg supported by UKTI in Russia will now take place in May. SC will be promoting the visit in the coming weeks. The Chairman and SC had also met with Charles Bond for initial discussions re. the visit.

5. CHINA

Once again, discussion centred on the need to maintain links with Hong Kong and indeed extend them to mainland China. SC will be coordinating a visit in October and is currently meeting with his team to look at how it could be linked to the Shanghai Expo.

ACTION SC

6. Alison Hook

The bulk of the meeting was given over to Alison Hook, Head of International at the Law Society. She had been invited by the Committee to Birmingham to talk about her work and how it could be linked to the BLS International Committee.

· AH had worked with the BLS on previous occasions e.g. The Indian evening and was keen to promote more cooperation between Chancery Lane and the BLS. She felt that now was a more than appropriate time to develop the links, with UK firms looking for new markets both nationally and internationally.

· AH heads a team of 14 and receives a myriad of requests from all over the world but essentially her role is to promote the role of lawyers in the UK as well as opening markets for UK firms overseas. She noted a particular project that Chancery Lane has been involved in for the past four years was with the Korean Bar and that was now coming to fruition with UK firms beginning to attract business in Korea.

·  AH also emphasised the increasing opportunities  that were on offer  through the marketing and networking  initiatives that her Department were involved with as well as with the increasing numbers of delegations visiting the UK.

· AH referred to a visit of lawyers from 10 of the  ‘top’ Chinese firms who are due to visit the UK in March and arrangements were under way for them to visit Clarke Willmott and Wragges in Birmingham on the 24th March.

· AH also noted that, this year, delegations of lawyers were due from India, Italy and Nigeria.

· The Law Society also intends to visit South Africa, USA, Qatar, Malaysia, Vancouver and China (for the Shanghai Expo) during the year.

· She welcomed BLS relationship with Lyons, she was developing relationships with Toulouse and Bordeaux and there could be opportunities for joint working. AH noted that the British/Turkish Lawyers Association was becoming increasingly active and felt that the President’s initiative in Lyons could be timely.

· AH finally gave a brief outline of the particular opportunities that can be gained for those firms that choose to join, for a fee, the International Division of the Law Society (for example initial briefings, visits from delegations such as the Chinese firms) and also that the International Division was exploring how to create business in areas such as ICT and Training.

On behalf of the Committee, the Chair thanked AH and hoped that she would be able to come back again in the near future, to which she responded positively. 

7. AOB

Alison Henry asked about the mission statement for the Committee; the Chair and the President suggested that this item be put on hold until BLS carried out a review of its governance procedures.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 12th April 2010 8.30 am

Venue to be advised

                                                                                                                                       JW/02/10    

