BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 APRIL 2009 

AT 8.30 AM AT BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

In attendance:
Carla Hull


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited [Chair]


Gayle Bevan


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited


Charles Bond


Cobbetts


Aman Chhina


Murria Solicitors


Tony Harris


Harris Cooper Walsh LLP


Raj Padhiar


Carlton’s Solicitors


Makhan Singh

Murria Solicitors


Philip Steel


Robin Simon LLP


David Waterhouse

Rutherfords Solicitors


John Westwood

ILEX

Apologies:
Caroline Coates 

Buller Jeffries / Birmingham Law Society


Steve Cunnane

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce


Paul Farrow


Birmingham Law Society


Nilay Shastry





Bernard Shepherd

HBJ Gateley Wareing

1
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2
India Seminar & Proposed Visit

CEH advised that SC was working with Ecky Tiwana at No 5 Chambers regarding their forthcoming conference to be held in Delhi during the last week of October 2009.  The Conference had originally been arranged for April of this year but funding may have been an issue.  SC had suggested linking in another BLS trip at that time.  

(The Committee were advised of a “Birmingham Day” being organised by Birmingham Forward.  MS suggested taking over the evening event).  MS confirmed the date of 28 October 2009 for an event at Ian Gibbons’ residence.  This was the same venue in Delhi as on the previous trip.  This venue had provided an excellent networking event.  It was generally agreed not to get too involved with the No 5 event as BLS has a more commercially based remit.  MS confirmed that elections in India are scheduled to finish on 15 May 2009, a good 5/6 months before the proposed trip.  AC provided the Committee with a copy of a paper on the Indian Legal Market which CEH agreed to circulate with the Minutes.

CEH raised the question of holding a seminar before the trip.  After a brief discussion as to the best time to hold such a seminar, it was generally agreed to wait until after the elections, say, September 2009.  It was further agreed that this Seminar was important in order to for BLS to let its members know what we are doing.

TH queried the programme for the trip to India ie once the BLS event has been attended are members free to attend the No. 5 event.  It was also queried whether BLS would pick up any costs for our function.  It was unlikely BLS could fund any part of the delegation but UKTI may provide funding.  Dates and further details will be confirmed by SC in due course.

Birmingham Forward have organised a “Meet and Eat Lunch” in relation to “Closer Links to India”.  This is on Tuesday 28 April 2009.  CEH and CB confirmed that they would hopefully be attending.  CEH also agreed to liaise with BF in order to see if we can be of any assistance.

ACTION:
CEH, SC
3
China – Summary of Trip

DW and TH updated the Committee on their recent visit to Hong Kong and Shanghai.  SC had also been presented with a plaque and a book of the history of the Hong Kong Law Society was handed into BLS by DW.

Overall Hong Kong was very European in its outlook and generally they were very interested in talking to British law firms.  However it was pointed out that any business should ideally be done through English speaking firms.  There was also scope for smaller firms.  However overall it was agreed that in order to build relationships a follow up trip would be needed and UKTI were being urged not to make this a one-off exercise.  SC to confirm whether there is a possibility of a repeat trip in 2010.  DW advised that Hong Kong is very different and more structured than other parts of China but any future trips need to focus on a particular part of the country.

TH confirmed that Hong Kong was an exciting place but Shanghai was not so potentially useful.  Hong Kong can offer many possibilities with a mix of large and small firms.  However there is concern for the future as the English legal system there is being phased out and the Chinese system replacing it will be very different.  TH also confirmed that Chinese lawyers need to get to know you, with numerous visits/discussions.  The lawyers TH had spoken to generally do not look towards the UK but to Asia.  The consensus there is that the UK is going downhill rapidly.  Overall Hong Kong is easier to do business with than Shanghai.  However money is coming out of China as the future there is uncertain.  TH advised that there are likely to be more opportunities in India – the UK has much closer links with India both with the people and the Indian legal system.  China are reluctant to invest – it is very much the case of what is in it for them.

DW reported on an Expo which West Midlands is participating in although this is a trade event rather than a public event, it may be something BLS would consider being involved with.  MS queried whether another seminar would be beneficial.  CEH felt that the Committee needed to focus and perhaps wait until the early part of 2010 as a lot of background international work is required.  This is in China.

CB to forward CEH details of a contact who is aiming to build a China Centre (physical building) in Birmingham to encourage inward investment into the community.  It is early days yet and currently has no figurehead to take it forward.  It may be beneficial for CEH to approach him

RP mentioned that he also had a contact based in Birmingham who was a lawyer of Chinese origin.  He may be able to assist the Committee in understanding the culture better.  CEH confirmed that the last seminar received a lot of support from the Chinese community.

ACTION:
SC,  CB,  CEH

4
France

CEH advised the Committee that Tim Hughes had recently been over to the UK for the BLS Legal Awards Dinner.  He was a good advocate for this city and Anglo-French relations generally.  TH had also been in contact with Robin Simon in relation to the French exchange.

The Lyon Exchange is for 3 weeks commencing 14 September 2009, the Bar Exchange is 16-19 September 2009 and Rentree is December 2009.

CEH agreed to liaise with TH and asked that members let her have their input.  There is not a great deal for BLS to do in this regard apart from be there as a figurehead and assist where necessary.  An advertisement in the Bulletin would build awareness.

Financial support for a trip to Lyon in December 2009 is to be discussed with SC.  There is a business case for people to continue going out there with BLS support.

CEH advised that Caroline Coates had recently had a meeting at Chancery Lane with the Surrey Law Society which TH and colleagues had also attended, which again keeps the relationship developing.

ACTION:
CEH, SC
5
Chicago

Not a great deal of progress to report.  SC will update the next meeting as appropriate.  CEH confirmed the proposed date for the visit to Chicago is March 2010.

ACTION:
SC

6
UKTI Awards Dinner

CEH confirmed that the date for this year’s dinner is 11 June 2009.  International Committee would like to support this event, and CEH suggested taking a table at the dinner with as many Committee members attending as possible.  MS, AC, JW, and PS confirmed that they would be interested in attending.  CEH to confirm the venue in due course.

ACTION:
CEH

7
Any Other Business
CEH referred to a trip to Bahrain (and possibly Qatar) that SC was planning for December 2009 and asked whether it would be of interest especially as Islamic Banking and Finance did not appear to be struggling.  SC to confirm details.  CB pointed out that any trips need to be carefully planned and well targeted.  Emirates are extremely sensitive about who they meet and are conscious of status, often preferring senior partner contacts only.  It is very much a case of finding the right people/introductions.

ACTION:
SC
CB advised of a Russian Business Networking evening.  The date/details to be confirmed to CEH for circulation.  Though there is not a huge appetite for Russian trade the Midlands Russian Business Networking is supported by insurance companies and also Wilsons in the East Midlands.  There have been 2/3 events, one joint with UKTI.  It is mostly outward investment profiles such as service providers, translators etc but it is gathering momentum.  However you to have to be a member to attend any events.

ACTION:
CB
CB then referred to Law Firms now seeing Africa as the next emerging market, in particular Tanzania which has many mining deals.  The indications are that there will be opportunities arising in the next 10 years.  Although largely corporate business potential, there may well be litigation opportunities through banking and infrastructure.  CB confirmed that part of the BLS remit was to look at emerging markets.  This interested the Committee as a potential venue for future delegations.

DW mentioned that he had a meeting in London in the next couple of weeks.  This meeting would be with Sir David Brewer (the former Lord Mayor) and China CBBC to discuss smaller firms as there is money coming out of these countries.  DW to update CEH following his meeting.

ACTION:
DW
MS advised that on 9 March 2009 he had given a lecture at the Kashmir Law University on Globalisation.  There was a lot of interest and it was an opportunity to raise the BLS profile.  MS agreed to forward any details he had to CEH for circulation and inclusion in the Bulletin.

ACTION:
MS
8
Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 17 June 2009 at Birmingham Law Society at 8.30am.   

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed.
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