BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 2009 

AT 8.30 AM AT ROBIN SIMON LLP

In attendance:
Carla Hull


Carla Hull Solicitors Limited [Chair]


Gayle Bevan

Carla Hull Solicitors Limited


Charles Bond

Cobbetts


Raj Padhiar


Carlton’s Solicitors


Nilay Shastry


Bernard Shepherd

HBJ Gateley Wareing


Philip Steel


Robin Simon LLP


John Westwood

ILEX

Apologies:
Paul Farrow


Birmingham Law Society



Aman Chhina

Murria Solicitors


Caroline Coates 

Buller Jeffries 


Tony Harris


Sydney Mitchell Solicitors


Makhan Singh

Murria Solicitors


David Waterhouse

Rutherfords Solicitors

1
Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2
India Visit ;  24 – 31 October 2009

SC updated the Committee and referred to his recent email with updated schedule of events.  He confirmed that this event is running alongside that organised by No 5 Chambers.  BS confirmed that he will be giving a welcome speech.  Most people will be travelling out to India the week-end before.  Monday will be a ‘free day’ for making individual appointments etc, Tuesday the programme starts and Wednesday is “Birmingham Day” where everyone can be involved.  There will be a list of delegates, which can be provided before the visit if required.  BLS International Committee members can take a banner from BLS (BS to obtain) and perhaps their own name badges in the event that these would be useful on the Birmingham Day.  However there will be a desk manned by No 5 and badges may well be distributed in any event.  

It was confirmed that AC may be able to assist with visas etc but SC encouraged those going on the India trip to attend to this sooner rather than later.

SC confirmed that there were approximately 19 people going this year and would build on work previously done.  He advised that Alison Hook and the Lord Mayor of Birmingham were going out to India the week before and that AH would be staying on.  SC confirmed that he would update CEH of any additional requirements for this trip.

It was suggested that photographs could be take for future editions of The Bulletin.  

CEH asked BS whether he had safely received AC’s helpful shortlist of Indian lawyers, which he had.  He confirmed he was also aware of some reputable firms etc from his own enquiries and contacts.   BS confirmed that Indian Lawyers are welcome to join BLS, and indeed many have expressed interest in doing so.  An application form has been produced however which must be completed by all applicants – this covers the vetting procedure for university qualifications etc.  BS emphasised the need for Council to check forms very thoroughly for passport and bank details in order to comply with stringent money laundering regulations.

BS took the opportunity of encouraging all members to promote BLS wherever possible and raise the BLS profile.  He had recently had a breakfast meeting with the Bar President for Zimbabwe and also for Pakistan and had agreed to make further contact in this regard.


ACTION:
SC,  BS

3
Lyon

CEH confirmed the date for the trip to Lyon – 17-19 December 2009.  BS should receive a personal invitation from the Lyon Bar, as President of BLS.  

PS confirmed that the Exchange Programme had gone very well – and thanks were recorded to Phil Steel for his hard work.  PS mentioned that this was combined with the College of Law and a legal sponsored walk.

CEH confirmed that the exchange programme had been detailed in the July issue of The Bulletin and PS stated there had also been an article in the Birmingham Post.

SC advised that anyone going to Lyon could probably claim a £200 grant towards the costs – forms could be obtained from him but numbers were limited.  CEH confirmed that she would ask Tim Hughes for further details of the visit this year, the conference and the Rentree.

PS/SC queried who was attending the Rentree.  PS confirmed that he was unable to attend this year.  CEH confirmed that she would not be attending either.  Those attending from this Committee could email everyone to confirm upon receipt of these Minutes.  

CEH confirmed that she would return to the Bulletin later on the Agenda but it would be useful for something to be in the Bulletin following the Lyon delegation.  In addition, she had emailed Becky and Veronica regarding a timetable of proposed visits but regrettably this had not been incorporated within the October edition.  BS stated that he would ensure that the timetable of events would go in the November issue of The Bulletin to let the membership know of the proposed visits.  CEH confirmed that all visits were in largely circulated separately in the Bulletin but a list of forthcoming events would be a useful addition.

ACTION:
CEH, SC, BS

4
Chicago – Progress Update

SC confirmed the date for the Chicago trip as the week commencing Monday 1 March 2010.  It was most likely that they would go out the week-end before although there was a degree of flexibility on timing.  The trip would consist of a mix of business and professional services but with a strong legal element.  SC was also working with UKTI in Chicago in respect of the timetable of events.  Again financial assistance may be available for those attending.

SC and NS liaising with Cassie of BABC and were hoping to run an event before the trip to include the new US Ambassador (who was a lawyer from Chicago).  At the moment they were awaiting details of the Ambassador’s availability.  CEH suggested that this be given as much profile raising / press publicity as possible.

A discussion followed regarding existing links between Birmingham and Chicago.  BS would make some enquires in relation to previous BLS connections with Chicago and report back.  CEH would also discuss with Tim Hughes about previous US delegations to Lyon, although from her recollection of previous visits to Lyon the large USA contingent were from Philadelphia.

ACTION:
SC,  BS,  CEH
5
Bahrain

SC confirmed the dates for the forthcoming trip to Bahrain as 4-11 December 2009 (which is just before the trip to Lyon).  SC also referred to a recent Birmingham Forward Event which he had attended together with John Hughes and Mike Loftus.  The trip may incorporate an Islamic Finance Conference, with an exhibit stand for finance and education provided by Birmingham City Council and UKTI.  CEH asked whether Kazi Rahman had also attended as she understood from meeting him recently that he now headed up the Islamic Finance Team at Wragges.  SC thought he had attended the last Forward event but he had not put his name down for the Bahrain delegation.  CEH asked whether Wragges were still members of BLS and SC confirmed they were.  They used to have a representative on the Committee and it would be useful to have someone from Wragges on a Committee now.  SC asked that if anyone was interested in Bahrain would they please contact him.

ACTION:
SC

6
New Chair
CEH raised the issue of a member of the Committee taking over from her as Chair due to the fact that she is about to go on maternity leave.  John Westwood had volunteered to take up this role either on a permanent or temporary basis.  JW confirmed that he was involved with ILEX and was not a member of BLS but would be prepared to do so.  BS confirmed he had an Officer’s Meeting on 13 October 2009 and would take this up with them and confirm back to the Committee whether there were any difficulties with JW being Chair, and the effective date of this new appointment.  BS commented that JW would need to be a paid up member of BLS.

CEH thanked JW for his offer to take over as Chair and the Committee echoed this.  It was felt JW would be a successful Chair and his connections and experience would be invaluable to progressing the Committee.  CEH would discuss further with JW following this meeting.

The Committee took the opportunity to thank CEH for her hard work over the last two years and to wish her well.  CEH confirmed that she would still remain on the Committee but would obviously not be as available over the next few months.

ACTION:
BS

7
Any Other Business

Russia

CEH referred to the proposed trip to Russia, although this was not a specific Agenda item.  SC confirmed that the trip would take place the week commencing 17 May 2010.  CB had expressed an interest in attending.  SC advised that Caroline Wilson runs the UKTI team in Russia. A strategic plan was essential.  There would be a mix of professionals on this trip.

CEH queried whether BLS could be of any assistance in relation to the trip to Russia.  She suggested perhaps an event could be held nearer the time.  SC confirmed an event he had attended which had been run by the Russian Midlands Business Club which was run out of East Midlands but the event had been held at the Council House in Nottingham.  The event had been well attended by approximately 70 people.  It was agreed that the Anglo Russian business link would gain momentum.


Articles in The Bulletin

CEH confirmed that she wanted the Committee to keep submitting updated articles in The Bulletin.  BS would ensure the proposed visits article CEH had already submitted would be in November’s Bulletin.  CEH would email Becky after today’s meeting and copy BS in with the revised Visits article (with dates as discussed today) - NB this has been done.  


ACTION:
CEH, BS

BLS Relocation

CEH queried whether everyone was now aware of the relocation of Birmingham Law Society, which they were.  BS confirmed the details as follows:-

Cornwall Buildings, 45-51 Newhall Street, Birmingham, B3 3QR

For these Minutes, CEH has also confirmed the telephone numbers: 

Tel:
0121 222 4190

Fax:
0121 222 4197


Email addresses remain the same.


BLS Membership

BS asked if Members could actively promote BLS membership, emphasising the link to Birmingham for inward/outward investment and networking connections.  Indian lawyers are particularly keen 

Other Future Trips

SC confirmed that there would be a repeat trip to Hong Kong and Shanghai in Autumn 2010.

7
Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER 2009 at Robin Simon LLP at 8.30am.   JW would chair this meeting.

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting closed.
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