BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1ST DECEMBER 2009

AT 8.30 AM AT ROBIN SIMON LLP.

In Attendance:      John Westwood                 Ilex
                              Bernard Shepherd             HBJ Gateley Wareing

                              Philip Steel                         Robin Simon LLP

                              Tony Harris                        Sydney Mitchell Solicitors

                              Nilay Shastri                       Miles Pierce

                              Steve Cunnane

Apologies               Carla Hull                            Carla Hull Solicitors Limited
                               Charles Bond                      Cobbetts

                               Raj Padhiar                         Carltons Solicitors 

1.Minutes of the Last meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 12 October were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2.India Visit 24-31 October 
The committee felt that the attached ‘debrief’ paper summarised the mission. Planning for another mission to Delhi would be nearer the Autumn 2010 with a view to a visit in Spring 2011.
JW and SC will liaise with No 5 Chambers for their feedback.

The President noted that three Indian firms had applied for membership.

ACTION  JW SC
3.Lyons

Unfortunately due to existing overseas commitments of the Chairman and business commitments of a number of the Committee, this year’s trip to Lyons may be smaller in number. It was agreed that a presence in Lyons is important not least because of the successful and rewarding previous visits. JW indicated that he was endeavouring to get in touch with Tim Hughes for a clearer picture. It maybe that individual plans have been made.  The President also indicated that he would telephone Tim to explain the situation.

TJW suggested that he would investigate the possibility of a trip in Spring 2010.

ACTION     JW BS

 4.CHICAGO
Dates are now in the Diary. A flyer will go out this week, S. Cunnane to draft.

In preparation for the mission and with the assistance of the BACB, the President had co-signed a letter to the US Ambassador (himself a lawyer) in London inviting him to a reception in Birmingham in early January, whilst his office couldn’t confirm a date the initial response had been positive. Nevertheless, preparations for both the Reception and the mission are going ahead.

ACTION   JW SC

5.Bahrain

SC reported that a mission will go out 4 Dec- ? . Currently there is only one lawyer involved J Hughes from Needham and James but he will carry the torch for BLS. 

6.CHINA
There was much discussion about this item particularly in view of previous missions but also the need to be involved with Shanghai Expo in 2010. TH re-emphasised the good relationship that existed between the Hong Kong Law Society and the BLS as well as the commercial opportunities that exist, the Committee agreed that this item should be a standing item on future agendas. SC will also investigate Birmingham City Council’s strategy re. Shanghai Expo. 

JW had attended a corporate event organised by the Singapore Govt to develop links with UK Professional organisations. There was much interest in the BLS and its work, JW agreed to follow up.

ACTION  JW SC 
7.RUSSIA 
Dates are now in the diary for a twin visit to Moscow and St Petersburg. UKTI in Russia (Nadine Russell) will look to organising many of the events. SC will prepare advertising in the New Year. 

ACTION   SC

8.AOB

JW enquired of the Committee that, because of it’s growing profile not just in the UK but internationally whether now was the time to look at a ‘mission statement’ and possibly a review of its strategy. Committee agreed to look at this issue in the New Year.

JW suggested extending an invitation to Alison Hook at the Law Society to join the Committee for lunch to discuss international development. It was unanimously agreed.

ACTION JW

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 2nd February 2010 8.30 am

                                                                                                                                       JW/01/09    
