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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 21st JANUARY 2009 AT 4.30 PM

AT THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY, 8 TEMPLE STREET, BIRMINGHAM

Members attending:

1. Steven Jonas (Chair), Makhan Singh, Michael Purcell, James Turner, Richard Tatman (CPS), Maria Middleton (LSC), Sukhdev Bhomra, Louise Rawlinson, Tony Heath and Len Brown (probation).

Apologies: Ian Vesey, Julian Berg, District Judge Mottram, Derek Larkin.

2. Minutes of the December meeting, previously circulated, approved.

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – Tony Heath reported that Kings Heath work to return to Birmingham: On track for 1st January 2011. In anticipation of reduction of work/ transfer of work – Solihull Justices interested in sitting at Birmingham Magistrates Court were going to be invited to an open evening and Chairman of Solihull will be consulting mid - 2010. CPS, Probation and LSC will also be consulted regarding the transfer. 

(ii) New Magistrates’ Court – Presentation by Louise Rawlinson 

Louise gave a very useful and interesting power point presentation the main points were:

Current outline business case approved for new build in November 2007. Treasury approval was obtained in February 2007 (£84m). Full planning permission obtained 15/12/08.

Overall project Milestones are 

Preferred Contractor to be selected by -14/08/09

Financial close by - 09/10/09

Commence on Site - 07/12/09

Complete decant to new court building - 16/11/12

Life of at least 60 years 

Will include 4 youth court rooms – 24 courts in total -13 Storeys 

2 floors subterranean. Entrance adjacent to Moor Street,

57 Cells (all single use) in custody suite. No sanitation inside cells so unlikely to be used as prison cells for overspill. 20 consultation rooms in cell area and security services have agreed to provide adequate manning for the custody area.

All courts will have video facilities. 

4- 5 Consultation rooms per floor.

Victoria Law Courts and the Youth Court will be retained by HMCS Estates.

The project board will oversee the project. VLC Management and User Group to ensure that the new building meets the end users’ functional requirements.

The Users’ group to arrange a meeting with the Defence Advocates before end of March 2009.

It was suggested that a meeting to discuss the new court with Defence advocates be scheduled to coincide with the ‘Streamlining process’ meeting and James kindly agreed to liaise with Louise regarding date and time.

(iii) Big firms group - Nothing to report. 

(iv) CJSSS – Nothing to report. 

(v) Community Justice – Nothing to report.

(vi) Streamlining – Nothing to report

(vii) Meeting with LSC Commissioner, Beryl Seaman, Carolyn Regan, Derek Hill & Rodney Warren – Julian to report at future meeting. Maria Middleton offered to help with this, if Julian required any.

4. Local Criminal Justice Board- 

(i) January Meeting – Sukhdev reported that there was a new pilot regarding Community Impact Statements. Such statements would be served on the defence in future in s.9 formats and would be relied upon by the Crown in proceedings including sentencing hearings.

(ii) Mental Health - nothing to report 

(iii) LCJGs

· Birmingham – Nothing to report.

· Solihull – Nothing to report.

· Sutton Coldfield- Nothing to report.

5.
Criminal Law Committee membership – Nothing to report

6.
Consultations:

(i)Home Office proposals on changing the PACE Codes of Practice http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/operational-policing/powers-pace-codes/PACE-Review/ - Steven’s response circulated.

(ii) Draft Response on Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Committee - Crown Court Means Testing circulated.

(iii) Response of the Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Committee -  to the Ministry of Justice Consultation paper on the Award of Costs from Central funds in Criminal Cases circulated.

7.
Public Relations/Press Releases – Nothing to report.

8.
Police Liaison Group – Nothing to report.

9. Legal Services Commission – Maria was due to report back on ‘Scope of Duty Solicitor work’ – Maria will look into it and report back next meeting. There was to be a LSC/VHCC consultation on 4th February at Jury’s Inn Broad Street, Birmingham 17.00 - 20.00 hrs. Information had already been circulated. Document prepared by the Ministry of Justice - Means Testing and the Crown Court – Questions and Answers – Queries raised during their consultation for a new Crown Court means Test circulated by Maria.
10. West Midlands Probation Service – Len Brown noted concerns made by Defence Solicitors regarding accuracy of information contained in reports for Breach proceedings. Len reported that last month there were 13 nil reports but was unaware of the proportion of nil reports for custody cases.

11. Report from Court Users Groups:

 (a)
Birmingham Crown Court – Nothing to report

(b)
Birmingham Magistrates' Court –Nothing to report 


(c)
Birmingham Youth Court - Nothing to report. 


(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report. 


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report. 


(f)
Warwick Crown Court - Nothing to report. 

12. Any other business
(a) BLS have arranged a Fund Raising Course for Fairbridge a National Charity supporting young people aged 13-25 – giving them the motivation, confidence and skills they need to overcome issues such as drug and alcohol. The Course is titled ‘Advocacy Skills and Expert Evidence’ and is to be held at the Niskham Civic Association, 6 Soho Road, Handsworth on the 31st January 2009 at 9.30. 3 CPD.. Speakers are DJ Bopari, Recorder Balraj Bhatia, Barrister Balbir Singh and QC Malcolm Bishop. Course fee/ donation is £75.00. 

(b) District Judge McColl Retirement celebrations and presentation to be held in Court 5 at 9.00 am on Friday 30th January 2009 and in the Main Hall of Victoria Law Courts from 4.00 p.m.- 6.00 p.m. Anyone wishing to attend to inform Bob Taylor
(c) Tony Heath reported 36 Justices were sworn at BMC and recruitment targets had been met.
(d) Tony Heath reported that the Crown Prosecution service had formally requested reduction of courts. HMCS have currently stated that they are prepared to reduce less than 18 Adult courts and 2/3 Youth Courts.

13. C P D hours – None 
Date of future meetings this year:
4.30pm Wednesday 11th February 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 11th March 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 8th April 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 13th May 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 10th June 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 8th July 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 12th August 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 9th September 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 14th October 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 11th November 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 9th December 2009
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