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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 13th May 2009 AT 4.30 PM

AT THE OFFICES OF JONASROYBLOOM, CITADEL, 190, CORPORATION STREET, BIRMINGHAM. B4 6QD

AGENDA

1. In Attendance Steven Jonas (Chair) Makhan Singh, Derek Larkin, Ian Vesey, DJ Leslie Mottram, David Blundell and Sukhdev Bhomra.

Apologies James Turner, Maria Middleton LSC, Fergal Bloomer, Mike Purcell and Julian Berg

The Committee thanked David Blundell as it was his last meeting in capacity as Chief Crown Prosecutor of CPS West Midlands (due to his retirement later on this month). The Committee thanked him for his regular attendances, frankness and openness at the meetings which was greatly appreciated by BLS. David advised the committee that Harry Ireland from Staffordshire CPS had been appointed as his successor. Steven, or the President, to write to Harry Ireland inviting him to the monthly BLS Criminal Law committee meetings.

2. Minutes of the April meeting circulated and approved 

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work - Due to return in January 2010 – No further developments 

(ii) New Birmingham Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report 

(iii) Streamlining - Now fully implanted across West Midlands area. Coventry commenced on 23/02/09, Birmingham, Sutton Coldfield and Solihull commenced on 23rd March 2009, Black Country commenced on 5th May 2009. Defence Practitioners have attended Local implementation training sessions. (30 meetings in total). The Birmingham event was held at Tally Ho on Monday 16th April and was attended by 35 defence solicitors. Emerging issues from Coventry that may be replicated in Birmingham are that: 

a) An examination of police reports indicated that  in many cases the police are ‘over building’; 

b) A 50% increase in Not Guilty pleas at first hearings; 

c) Case management at first Court Hearing has not resulted in an increased use of s.9 or s. 10 admissions.

Steven raised initial difficulties being experienced due to Charge Sheets still not being supplied in some of the cases, though it was pleasing to note that audio tapes were now being supplied in court. David mentioned that the CPS/ Police now have new equipment regarding CCTV and it was hoped that such evidence would be served on DVD with the rest of the preliminary disclosure at court in the near future.

(iv) Meeting with LSC Commissioner, Beryl Seaman, Carolyn Regan, Derek Hill & Rodney Warren – Julian has indicated to Steven that it is to be arranged in June. There is a CLSA conference Deans Yard, Westminister, London on 15th May 2009 where Lord Bach Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Justice, Paul Marsh President of the Law Society, Des Hudson Chief Executive of the Law Society will be some of the speakers discussing Better Value Tendering for Criminal police station work. Makhan and Sukhdev to attend and report to committee. Sukhdev also suggested that Steven contacts Graham McGrath as he appears to be a defence representative in some capacity with the Legal Services Commission.

4. LSC Consultation on BVT

https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/consult.ti/BVT2010/listdocuments
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2541445.1/pdf/-/012010ContractsandBestValueTendering%20with%20cover.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2541541.1/pdf/-/Annex%201%20Impact%20Assessment.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539621.1/pdf/-/05Annex%202%20CDS%20Contract%202010%20terms.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539653.1/pdf/-/06Annex%203%20Summary%20of%20NERA%20Model.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539685.1/pdf/-/07Annex%204%20Indicative%20Timetable%20for%20any%20Rollout.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539717.1/pdf/-/08Annex%205%20Calculating%20Minimum%20Bid%20Size.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539749.1/pdf/-/09Annex%206%20Min%20and%20Max%20Pilot%20Areas.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2539781.1/pdf/-/10Annex%207%20Scheme%20Boundaries.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2540101.1/pdf/-/19Annex%208%20Claim%20Codes.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2541989.1/pdf/-/Annex%209%20Sample%20Area%20Prospectus.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2540165.1/pdf/-/21Annex%2010a%20Sealed%20Bid%20Tender%20Process.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2540197.1/pdf/-/22Annex%2010b%20%20Open%20Auction%20Tender%20Process.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2540229.1/pdf/-/23Annex%2010c%20%20CDS%20Contract%202010%20App%20Process.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2540261.1/pdf/-/24Annex%2011%20Escape%20Thresholds.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2542821.1/pdf/-/NERA%20Technical%20Annex.pdf
https://consult.legalservices.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/160610/2542885.1/pdf/-/BVTQAfinal_.pdf
Sukhdev and Makhan to prepare draft response to be then forwarded to Steven to see whether the President would send it under his name.

5. Birmingham Magistrates’ Court Specialist Domestic Violence Court Review

David is aware that a review is in the pipeline. David will send email to Tony Heath regarding update. 

DJ Mottram advised that cases that were identified and marked up as DV cases are being listed in the DV court, however other DV cases not marked up by the police/CPS were not being transferred back to the DV court.

6. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) May Meeting- Cancelled due to non-availability of some of the members.

(ii) LCJGs

· Birmingham – No one had attended due to AM meeting.

· Solihull – No one had attended due to AM meeting.

· Sutton Coldfield – No one had attended due to AM meeting.

7. Criminal Law Committee membership

All members and co-opted members had been put forward by Steven for nomination for the new presidential year.

8. Venues for future meetings

Sukhdev suggested that we should go back to BLS offices, Temple Street with a commencement time of 4.00 p.m. Committee members generally agreed that this was a good idea. Meetings would conclude before 5.30 p.m. and therefore not cause any difficulties to BLS staff. 

9.
Public Relations/Press Releases- Nothing to Report.

10. Police Liaison Group - Chris Simms had been appointed as the Chief Constable for West Midlands police and was due to commence his duties on the 1st June 2009. Steven to discuss with President regarding writing to the newly appointed Chief constable.

11. Legal Services Commission - Maria Middleton unable to attend as she was involved with the BVT presentation at Stafford.

12. West Midlands Probation Service

Jayne Henderson had now been replaced by Marion Alder and Elaine Stokes.  News that some probation officers leaving Birmingham due to too many according to their own targets. Probation officers now sitting at Narey Courts and Bail courts – though concern expressed by committee that officers sitting in custody courts would be far more useful to increasing efficiency and reducing delays whilst updates are obtained on defendants subject to the supervision of the probation.

13.
Reports from Court Users' Groups

(a)
Birmingham Crown Court – Derek informed committee that next meeting is scheduled for 9th June 2009. No news on appointment of new recorder.


(b)
Birmingham Magistrates' Court

1. Court Passes - Now issued and to be collected (only valid for a month and then to be re-validated)  – allowed access to entrances within court building but not initial entry into building. 

2. DJ Mottram advised that Court associates (to replace Legal Advisors in DJ Courts) had began to sit with District Judges in PSR Sentence hearings and Represented Trial Hearings. Birmingham Magistrates Court was one of three centres being piloted.

(c)
Birmingham Youth Court - Steven again expressed concern to youths being kept in adult cells when brought up to adult court 2. Concern also aired about youths being bailed to adult court 2. 


(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report.


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report 

(f) Warwick Crown Court - Nothing to report.

14. Any other business - Makhan reported that the BVT fund raising lecture on 23/04/09 delivered by Simon Pottinger and sponsored by Freedom Technical Services Birmingham and Churchill Office Solutions had raised £1,300 making a total of nearly £4,000.00  for the year for Fairbridge. Further fund raising lectures were to be arranged in 2008/9 for the new Presidents Charity.
13. C P D hours None 

14. Items for Council: None.

Date of next  meeting this year:
4.00pm Wednesday 10th June 2009

Venue BLS offices, Temple Street.
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