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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES  OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 11th October 2009 AT 4.00 PM

AT THE OFFICES OF JONASROYBLOOM

190 CORPORATION STREET BIRMINGHAM

Attending: 

Steven Jonas (Chair), Sukhdev Bhomra, Ian Vesey, James Turner, District Judge Mottram and Richard Tatman (CPS) 

1. Apologies:

Makhan Singh, Julian Berg, Derek Larkin and Maria Middleton (LSC), Harry Ireland (CPS), Gordon Scobie (West Midlands Police), Len Brown (West Midlands Probation Service) 

2. Minutes of the September meeting circulated & approved.

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – DJ Mottram reported that she understood that discussions were continuing to implement this on schedule. 

(ii) New Birmingham Magistrates' Court – No news, save that DJ Mottram reported that, in answer to a question raised by us, last time, she had ascertained that the DJs & magistrates were to share some form of catering facilities separate from the general public & defence solicitors.

(iii) LSC consultation on BVT – See LSC below. Maria had emailed Steven to say that the LSC were still intending to proceed with the pilots.

(iv) Steven had raised the issue of Benches introducing themselves to young & vulnerable witnesses with The Recorder of Birmingham, who had provided Steven with a copy of the appropriate guidance. The Recorder reported that he had never had a case when it had been appropriate to do so & he was not aware of anyone else doing so.

There was a further discussion on the dangers of doing so & the necessity of having both the prosecution & defence advocates present if it were done. Prosecutors are encouraged to meet young & vulnerable complainants & witnesses too.

(v) Cameron Baig’s daughter

Birmingham defence solicitors had signed a card of condolences, following the death of Cameron’s daughter.

(vi) Ray McVeity

Birmingham solicitors had signed a card wishing him a speedy recovery. Steven had spoken to his daughter, who had told him that her father had been discharged home, from hospital.

4. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) October Meeting – Sukhdev had been unable to attend this meeting. Steven reported a Community Impact Statements promotion on 26/10/9 @ Temple Court.

(ii) LCJGs

· Birmingham – James had attended on 24/9/9.

There was a discussion about the CPS delivery of tapes with A/I @ court. We are content with this procedure.

There was a discussion about the surrender of passports as a bail condition. Apparently someone had encountered opposition from both the court & the police to holding these. It was agreed that we cannot do so. Steven recalled that this had been discussed & resolved some time ago. James to speak to Stephen Abbott. It was agreed that it needed to be the court’s responsibility.

James reported a lengthy discussion about statistics &, in particular, the high (but apparently not high enough) guilty pleas being dealt with at the 1st hearing. James’s view (which the Committee supported) was that there were other statistics which were in greater need of addressing.

DJ Mottram indicated that DJs were going to start sitting in Nairey courts very soon & this may be linked to some of those statistics.

· Solihull – nothing to report.

· Sutton Coldfield – Nothing to report, in Julian’s absence.

The Committee noted that the apparent shelving of the proposal for Sutton Coldfield legal aid applications to be dealt with at Birmingham Magistrates’ Court, which Julian reported last month, has not been shelved, but implemented. This made it very difficult for non-Sutton Coldfield based solicitors to represent clients, especially those in custody, there. Although a maximum turn-around time of 30 minutes had been guaranteed, this was not being met.

5. Criminal Law Committee membership

The Committee agreed to ask Council to approve the appointment of Rizwan Pasha to the Committee. Steven had spoken to Rizwan, who was keen to attend.

Steven had not yet explored asking a representative from ‘Reliance’ to attend.

Steven announced that by April 2010 he will have been Chair of this committee for 5 years. He felt that was more than enough for such an honour & pleasure. Sukhdev had had to give up the chairmanship of the committee when he was appointed deputy vice-President of the Birmingham Law Society, so he had agreed to return, next April, to continue his chairmanship of this committee, subject to the approval of the Society.

6. Public Relations/Press Releases

-
Steven had a meeting with the President (Bernard Shepherd) & with the Media Committee Chair (newly appointed Richard Follis) on Thursday 8th 2009. As a result Steven had drafted a press release, about cautions, which would be amended by the others & then put in proper form by Dawn Roberts.

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses – Steven was not sure                     the Society was still running criminal law courses

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

Steven reported on the lunch with the Chief Constable & some of his ACCs, including ACC Gordon Scobie. Steven had raised his concerns, with the Chief Constable, about Community Resolutions, sometimes called Local Resolutions. The Chief Constable was very enthusiastic about these & indicated they may even be appropriate in domestic situations too.

The Committee were unanimous in their concerns about this process in the administration of transparent justice. Steven suggested that the process was very much in its infancy & we should monitor it as it develops. He had asked for the criteria the police had for their own officers in operating this process, but he had not received it yet.

9. Legal Services Commission

Ministry of Justice: Legal Aid Funding Reforms Consultation http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/docs/legal-aid-funding-reforms.pdf
Steven said the issues were:

· Reducing Crown Court advocacy fees

· Reducing police station fees
· Abolishing payment for pre-committal work
· Abolishing fees for file reviews
We need to meet to discuss the issues & Steven would try to set up a meeting.

Steven reported on the email he had received from Maria. It was agreed that the outstanding issue of CDS Direct was the apparent difference between what she reported we should be getting from them & what we actually received from them. Steven would take this up with Maria.

10. West Midlands Probation Service

DJ Mottram reported that she understood that the proposed merger for the West Midlands & Staffordshire Probation Services was not now taking place.

11.
Reports from Court Users' Groups


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court

- The next meeting of the Users’ Group was due to have been held on 13/10/9, but had been postponed until 27/10/9. All welcome.

(b) Birmingham Magistrates' Court

- The new Alcohol Arrest Referral Scheme was considered. Steven to circulate to defence solicitors. There was a discussion on the voluntary nature of the scheme: To what extent can a court justify making bail conditions to impose these conditions, given its non-statutory nature? What will the effect be on a breach of a bail condition related to this scheme? 

(c)
Birmingham Youth Court – The next Users’ Group meeting is on 15/10/9 @ 2.00 p.m. Unfortunately Steven cannot attend, Sukhdev will, if he is free.


(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report 


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court – See above.


(f)
Warwick Crown Court - Nothing to report.

12. Any other business
· Richard announced that Kevin Coleman was retiring at the end of this month. The Committee were unanimous that he did not seem old enough. The Committee wished him well.

· Richard will be taking over from Kevin. So far as he is aware, his position, at Colmore Gate, is not being replaced.

13. C P D hours – 30 minutes discussing young & vulnerable witnesses, cautions, community/local resolutions, the new Alcohol Arrest Referral Scheme
14. Items for Council – Approval of the co-option on to the committee of Rizwan Pasha
Date of future meetings this year:
4.30pm Wednesday 11th November 2009






4.30pm Wednesday 9th December 2009
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