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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 8th July 2009 AT 4.00 PM

AT THE OFFICES OF THE BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY 8 TEMPLE STREET BIRMINGHAM

AGENDA

1. In Attendance: Steven Jonas (Chair), DJ Lesley Mottram, Richard Tatman (CPS), Derek Larkin and Maria Middleton (LSC)

2. Apologies, Makhan Singh, Julian Berg, Sukhdev Bhomra, James Turner, Fergal Bloomer, Ian Vesey and Mike Purcell, 

3. Minutes of the May meeting circulated and approved.

4. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – No further developments.

(ii) New Birmingham Magistrates' Court – There are reports that the land has been bought & “everything signed off”.

(iii) Streamlining – Paul Hartland will give a talk to the Committee at the start of the August meeting. His talk will also address bail-back management. There is still an issue over the quality of police files, causing repeated bail-backs.

(iv) LSC Consultation on BVT – The LSC hopes to publish its responses to the responses by 31/7/9 & hope to have its final proposals approved by the Justice Secretary before the summer recess.

(v) LSC consultation on Duty Solicitor Boundaries – The LSC hopes to publish its responses to the responses by 31/7/9 & hope to have its final proposals approved by the Justice Secretary before the summer recess.

5. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) July Meeting – There was a report on the delays in rolling out Victim Impact Statements.

(ii) LCJGs

· Birmingham – No one had attended due to AM meeting.

· Solihull – No one knew the position here.

-
Sutton Coldfield – The next meeting was imminent.

6. Criminal Law Committee membership – It was agreed that Council would be invited to approve the co-option of Assistant Chief Constable Gordon Scobbie to the Committee. Steven has written to the new Chief Constable & the new Chief Crown Prosecutor, welcoming them to the West Midlands. Richard informed the Committee that Jane Salt had been appointed head of the Complex Case Unit. Her position, as Birmingham Crown Prosecutor has been filled by Nick Price, from Staffordshire.

7. There was a discussion on appropriate courses: Steven will recommend Confiscation Proceedings/POCA for beginners, including recent updates & Evidence Update, including Bad Character & Hearsay. Afternoon courses were preferred.

8.
Public Relations/Press Releases – Steven was still trying to set up a meeting with the President & Veronica Dean.

9. Police Liaison Group – Nothing to report.

10. Legal Services Commission – Maria reported that CDS Direct were subject to peer review & that she had been instructed that they always gave a telephone report to the defendant’s solicitors, which was in addition to the fax & which gave all relevant detail. No defence representative present was aware of ever receiving such an oral report. Maria agreed to investigate further.

There was a discussion about the complete failure of the LSC to pay litigators’ fees in accordance with the agreed page counts. Maria indicated that there was a problem of linking the LSC & HMCS databases, which could only occur once a month. However, this did not fully explain the discrepancies. There is a complete failure of the LSC staff to exercise judicial discretion when presented with the evidence of the actual page count. This is resulting in a vast number of unnecessary and successful appeals.

Maria informed the Committee of the work being undertaken by the LSC, with custody blocks, to increase the percentage of calls being answered by someone (in contrast to answering machines). They were also looking at other options for relaying information (such as bail-back dates), for example by email. They were looking to reduce non-answered calls by 10%.

There was a discussion on the LSC’s role  on the national Criminal Justice Board & the LCJB (purportedly representing defence solicitor interests, notwithstanding the obvious conflict of interests) & in the criminal justice system.

Derek raised concerns about bail backs, particularly out of area.

Steven reported that he, James & a few other solicitors had been invited for lunch with Carolyn Regan, & various LSC staff, including Maria, the following day. He had asked whether there was an agenda & been told there was not. James would report back to the next meeting.

11. West Midlands Probation Service – Len Brown not present.

12.
Reports from Court Users' Groups

(a)
Birmingham Crown Court – HHJ Davis QC had been appointed Birmingham’s Resident Judge. It was expected that Birmingham City Council would invite him to be the City’s Honorary Recorder.


Steven & Derek had attended the Court User Group meeting, last week. The volume of Crown Court cases @ BCC has increased. There was a discussion about the change of policy on clothes for defendants in custody. The policy hitherto had been to allow such, at court, for trials lasting longer than 2 days. That had been stopped, without any consultation. Steven will make representations.


HHJ Davis had summoned Steven & others to a meeting on 28/7/9. Steven had asked whether there was an agenda but been told that there was not.

(b)
Birmingham Magistrates' Court – We now only have to queue up, outside the headmaster’s room every 3 months to get our passes renewed. District Judge Bo-Pari was leaving, on 31/7/9, to take up a post in Bristol & Gloustershire. Mike Morris was not yet coming to Birmingham as he was going to deliver some District Judge services to the Black Country. This meant that Birmingham, Walsall & Wolverhampton would have new District Judges from 4/8/9, but not necessarily the permanent replacements. There was a discussion on court files & directions on committals & sendings & on not guilty pleas being entered at first hearings on CJSSS matters. Steven’s representations to get a table for our files in the Gents’ WC had been successful!

(c)
Birmingham Youth Court – Nothing to report

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court – Report of the User Group had been received & circulated.

(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court – Maria had been in touch with the Court Manager, about Julian’s complaint that the courts were collapsing courts in to one court, causing excessive delays and waiting – for which we are not paid. She was awaiting a response.

(f) Warwick Crown Court - Nothing to report.

12. Any other business – Steven was an apology for the next meeting, as he would be on holiday..
13. C P D hours – 15 minutes discussing Nicholson v. Chester Magistrates’ Court.

14. Items for Council:
Best Value Tendering.

Co-option of ACC Gordon Scobbie

Date of next meeting this year:
4.00pm Wednesday 12th August 2009

Venue: BLS offices, 8, Temple Street, Birmingham
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