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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 10th February 2010 AT 4.30 PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

AGENDA

Present : Steven Jonas (Chair), Makhan Singh, Ian Vesey, Julian Berg, Riwan Pasher, Derek Larkin, District Judge Mottram, Maria Middleton (LSC) and James Jenkins (CPS)

1. Apologies: Sukhdev  Bhomra, James Turner, Gordon Scobie (Police) 

2. Minutes of the January meeting previously circulated approved.

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – Meeting held on 14/1/10. Chaired by Tony Heath. Notes of meeting held on 14th January 2010 to discuss the movement of work from Kings Heath to Birmingham circulated. Prosecution and police in favour of moving date forward for implementation. However agreed that due to practical difficulties the implementation date should be left as 01/01/11.Agreed that for summons cases, if information laid on or after the 01/01/11 the case should be listed at Birmingham. In respect of arrests where the defendant was charged on or after the 01/01/11 the first hearing would be at held at Birmingham. A future meeting would be convened later on in the year if it was thought necessary.

(ii) New Birmingham Magistrates' Court – Apparently awaiting Treasury approval.

4. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) Notes of January Meeting held on 7/1/10 circulated. Attended by Sukhdev. Points of interest discussed: 

· Cost reduction in almost every budget by CJS by almost 10%

· Difficulties in enforcement of confiscation orders due to lack of funding. Approx 60% assets collected where orders are made 

· LSC – BVT now put back, MOJ looking at a more ‘ambitious’ programme. Police Stations fixed fees to be reduced for the West Midlands

· Rose Thompson from CPS preparing a report on diversion from the CJS of mentally ill defendants.

HMCS Administrative Changes circulated by Steven -

Alan Eccles Midlands Regional Director to cease as Director from 01/03/10 as he is taking the post of Regional Director for London. Mark Swales previously HMCS Area Director for Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire has been appointed as his successor 

(ii) February meeting

(iii) LCJGs

· Steven attended on behalf of BLS. Minutes of Birmingham meeting held on

21/01/10 circulated. 

· WMCJB Performance Briefing document circulated.

· WMCJB Performance Bulletin 209/10 December 2009 Circulated

· Solihull- Nothing to report

· Sutton Coldfield -  Paula Childs (CPS) will be new chair with Phil Hughes appointed as Deputy from April 2010. Julian unable to attend due to late move of arranged meeting. Julian Berg reported that a letter had been received from HMCS inviting solicitors to pay to advertise on Court notice board. Julian agreed to forward copy of letter for Steven to consider. Concern expressed.

5. Criminal Law Committee membership - Steven invited fellow committee members to forward details of anyone who may be interested to attend the committee meetings.

6. Public Relations/Press Releases - Nothing to report.

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses - Makhan met Glenda and it was agreed that Birmingham Law Society would aim for only two courses by Tony Edwards this CPD year – Spring Update and Autumn Update. Murria Solicitors agreed not to arrange any Tony Edwards fund raising courses this year to avoid directly competing with BLS training courses. Dates booked are 26th April 2010 and 27th September 2010. Cost of course £100.00 each or 10% discount if booked together. In the past these courses have been marketed at up to £250.00 per course. Makhan encouraged the committee to support the course and inform other local practitioners as these will be the only two criminal litigation courses booked by BLS for the current CPD year. Each course will be accredited with 5 CPD hours.

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

Meeting with senior police officers - BLS currently seeking to set meeting.

Annual cricket match – Steven has requested Becky (BLS) to contact the Chief Constable’s Secretary to arrange date for the summer.

Police Station Bail-Backs – Difficulties have been experienced by local practitioners regarding obtaining information as to obtaining information relating to action taken on bail back dates. Letter received from Moseley Chapman and Skemp, Solicitors, requesting representations be made by BLS to West Midlands Police. James Jenkins hopeful that matters will improve with a CPS agreement to be implemented in April 2010 for CPS advice re: charge to be turned around in 5 days with immediate telephone advice regarding suspects in custody. CPS lawyers have been withdrawn from the Police station. Steven will take matter up with Gordon Scobie. Maria suggested that the LCB encourages partnerships in the criminal justice system and it would be a proper forum for this issue to be raised.

9. Legal Services Commission

 Advocates’ Graduated Fee Scheme Guidance:
http://www.legalservices.gov.uk/docs/cds_main/Informationpackv2.7.pdf
Circulated.

The committee again discussed the thorny issue regarding agreement as to page count for submission of claims in respect of graduated fees. Issues relating to service of additional material which was not been paginated by the CPS. Maria was also concerned regarding the number of appeals - using up valuable funds and resources of the LSC. 
VHCC Consultation @ Jurys Inn, 245 Broad Street Birmingham, B1 2HQ on 12/1/10 @ 17.00. Makhan attended this consultation – reported at last meeting.

Maria informed the committee that the LSC had to reduce admin costs by up to 30% which will involve restructuring and no doubt redundancies. The LSC was seeking efficiency through centralisation.

Application for new contract starts on 15/02/10. Maria encouraged firms to apply early. There was a telephone helpline. Process should not be difficult as it is not a competitive process.

Maria reported that the LSC were going to take an approach of ‘Financial stewardship’ and as a consequence there were likely to be more costs audits in the next financial year.
10. West Midlands Probation Service- Steven had noted the presence of Probation officers in the sentencing courts and speeding up of matters, though DJ Mottram was concerned that the courts may be back to the system of not having probation officers in the future due to lack of resources.

DJ Mottram raised concerns regarding lack of information by the CPS regarding information relating to ‘unexpired sentences’. Currently the probation were undertaking this task though the responsibility is firmly the CPS. Lack of such information resulted in delays and wastage of court time. James Jenkins agreed to look into this issue.

Julian expressed concern regarding inaccuracies in Breach reports, antecedent records being out of date. DJ Mottram invited committee member through Steven to forward any issues which could be raised at the proper forum.

11.
Crown prosecution Service


- Late Bad Character applications


- Late Special Measures applications


- Late service of committal papers

These issues had been raised two meetings ago when Martin Lindop had been present. James Jenkins agreed to look into the issues raised.

James Jenkins reported that there should be apparent improvement as trials were being set up a fortnight prior to the trial date. Discontinuances if appropriate  were encouraged at an early stage of the proceedings. Remedial work was also encouraged at an early stage of the proceedings.

12.
Reports from Court Users' Groups


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court

- Derek Larkin reported next meeting scheduled for 16/02/10 at 2.00 p.m. He and Steven will attend.

(b) Birmingham Magistrates' Court – Steven had been unable to attend, although he had sent an e-mail regarding searches of Defence and CPS advocates. Steven was subsequently informed that this was due to the instructions given to security due to an increased National security alert.


(c)
Birmingham Youth Court- Nothing to report.

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court – CUG minutes circulated. Sue Lock had reported that up to 40% of legal representation applications were returned to solicitors because of incomplete or wrong particulars.


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report.

(f) Warwick Crown Court. - Nothing to report 

12. Any other business
· Advocacy Standards Consultation - Steven, Makhan, Michael Purcell and Derek Larkin met on 03/02/10 to discuss the response. Steven will prepare the draft response for approval by BLS.

· Riswan raised concerns regarding the use Community Resolution Orders. His concerns were shared by the Committee.

13. C P D hours 0.5 hours for those who attended the Advocacy Standards consultation namely Michael Purcell , Steven Jonas, Derek Larkin and Makhan Singh 

14. Items for Council.

Date of future meeting next year:
Wednesday 10th March 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 14th April 2010 @ 4.30

C:\Documents and Settings\becky\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK43\CrimLaw1002102.doc
PAGE  
5
C:\Documents and Settings\becky\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK43\CrimLaw1002102.doc

