BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY EMPLOYMENT LAW COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 15 September 2009 at 8.45 am at the offices of 

Shakespeare Putsman, Somerset House, Temple Street, Birmingham B2 5DJ
1. ATTENDANCE
Those in attendance were:  Linda Jones (Chair), Martin Chitty, Michael Hibbs, Tracy Worthington, Richard Steer, Fergal Dowling.

Apologies were received from Vicky Duddles, Victoria Garrad and Alan Jones.

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  There were no matters arising. 

3. retirement of veronica dean/membership of the committee
Linda Jones reported that Veronica Dean has been appointed as a full time judge of the employment tribunals and is therefore no longer able to be a member of BLS or the ELC. Members of the Committee all noted their gratitude to Veronica for her work and commitment while a member of the Committee.

There was some discussion about whether we should invite another employment law practitioner to join the Committee, and if so, who that should be. It was agreed that it would be useful to have a solicitor form a firm which represents claimants as that is an area which is under represented on the Committee. Andrew Cox was mentioned as a possible candidate, He is known to Linda Jones and Martin Chitty. It was agreed that Linda would speak to him to see whether he is interested in joining.

4. CONSULTATION PAPERS
The Committee had submitted a response to the consultation on the implementation of the Agency Workers Directive kindly put together by Michael Hibbs. It was noted that there was another short consultation running on another aspect of the legislation. There is nothing else currently in the pipeline. 

5. bernard shepherd/paul farrer
The Committee discussed the fact that Bernard Shepherd and potentially Paul Farrer are to attend the next meeting. The purpose of inviting them is to ask them to talk to the ELC about their agenda for BLS, what we can do to help and what they expect of us. Members were asked to attend if possible to ensure that we get a good turn out. 

6. DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting is on Tuesday 20 October at Pinsent Masons. .

Linda Jones

16 November 2009

20\22911013.1\LJJ
1

