BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY

Minutes of Education & Training Committee Meeting

14th January 2011

Held at Martineau

Attendees
Apologies
Bernardette Griffin (Chair)
Rosa Dickinson

Diane Price
Nigel Sellar

Jennifer Seymour
Clive Black

Claire Smith
Joanne Bradbury (maternity leave)

Cerys Poolis
Keith Uff

Norman Rea
Stuart Evans

Glenda Rogers
Beverley Money

1. Apologies


These were noted. 

2. Minutes

Minutes circulated and approved.

3. Schools Forum Event Update/Finalising

CP circulated final documentation with names included. A detailed discussion of the programme took place. GR will contact speakers taking part in the ‘Overview of Careers in Law’ section to ensure they are happy with the questions she will ask. An additional career role this year is the Barristers’ Clerk. BG thanked Stuart Evans (in his absence) for the contact.

Everyone is looking forward to the event. The Schools have been contacted again for numbers. BG said there should be a small write up of the event in the Bulletin for members.

4. Legal Services Education and Training Review

BG circulated copies of the SRA’s Expression of Interest – Legal Services Education and Training Review. There is to be a fundamental review of the legal education and training requirements of individuals and entities delivering Legal Services.

The review will be managed by the SRA, BSB and IBS. There will be a research contract to undertake the initial review which will go out to tender depending upon response to the Expression of Interest.

This will be of importance to BLS and its members, and particularly those employing paralegals and trainees.

As a result of the review, NR said that ILEX had put their changes to the post qualification stage on hold. The Committee said that at an appropriate time, a presentation from the SRA would be beneficial.  This will be kept under review by E & T.

5. Projects/Activities for 2011

BG asked the members to consider what projects/activities the committee should be undertaking for 2011 and put forward proposals at the next meeting.

BG reminded the members of a Guidance Note for Committees and that the Officers and Council will request a list of activities all Committees are undertaking. BG said she would remind members by e-mail.

It was suggested that a possible future speaker for the Committee was Jane Willetts – a short talk on Regulation which would be relevant.

6. New Members

The Committee agreed that it would be good to have a few more members from firms e.g. Hammonds, Irwin Mitchell. NR suggested that a Committee member from a BLS practice committee would be good to co-opt onto the E & T Committee.

7. A.O.B

CS raised the possibility of putting JLD policy matters on the agenda, when appropriate.

At the JLD meetings they have discussed such issues as:

· Paralegals post LPC

· Agencies recruitment for training contracts, providing CVs and possibly receiving ongoing payments from an individuals salary.

· Number of post LLB in the legal market.

It was agreed that this would be helpful for future committees.

