BIRMINGHAM LAW SOCIETY INTERNATIONALCOMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 12th APRIL 2010
AT 8.30 AM AT HBJ GATELEY WAREING
In Attendance:      

John Westwood (Chair)   
Ilex
                                 
Bernard Shepherd            
HBJ Gateley Wareing

                                

Tony Harris                         Sydney Mitchell Solicitors

                                 
Nilay Shastri                       Miles Pierce
                                 
Angela Henry                     
Browne Henry Solicitors

                                 
Katie Silvester                    
HBJ Gateley Wareing
                                 
Steve Cunnane                   UKTI

                                 
Charles Bond                      Cobbetts

                                

Philip Steele                        Robin Simon LLP

                                 
David Waterhouse            
Rutherfords Solicitors

Apologies              

Raj Padiar                         
Carltons Solicitors                                 
1. Minutes of the meeting Feb 2nd 2010

The minutes of the meeting were taken as read and approved by the Committee and apologies received as detailed above.

2. Chicago

SC gave a brief resume of the recent delegation to Chicago. Although there were only two lawyers from Birmingham – Raj Padiar and John Hughes, he reported that they were well received and some useful networking contacts were made.

· Faegri and Benson – a US firm with an office in London had contacted the Committee with a view to making a presentation about their work. It was felt that it would be more appropriate if such a presentation was made to Council in the first instance with the International Committee in attendance. The President will contact them with a view to a presentation in June.

· The committee received a paper from Thorelli and Associates, a Chicago law firm re. its ‘Technology Law Services’ outlining its expertise in patenting technology and assisting in maximising the profitability from the exploitation thereof. The Chair agreed to write to the Company thanking them for their interest.   

Russia

SC outlined the itinery for the proposed delegation to Moscow and St Petersberg w/b 12 May. Currently there are only two participants from the legal sector but it is hoped that there will some more late applicants. SC confirmed that there would be small grant for those firms that were involved and he was currently investigating accommodation, visits  etc.

China

SC confirmed that dates for the proposed delegation to Hong Kong/Shanghai have now been confirmed – w/b 18 Oct 2010. It was agreed that delegates who had been on the previous trip to Hong Kong be contacted to follow up on any links.

AOB

AHE asked the committee whether anybody had links with commercial property lawyers in Spain, members agreed to get back to her individually.

The President agreed to write to the Chair of the Turkish Bar extending a letter of invitation for a delegation to visit Birmingham.

John Hughes has indicated that he would like to join the International Committee, it was unanimously agreed to invite him to the next meeting and to join the committee.

Date of Next Meeting

Monday 7th June 2010 8:30 am. Venue to be advised 
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