CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY 2011 AT 4.30 PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

 

1. Present: Sukhdev Bhomra, Steven Jonas, Makhan Singh, James Turner, James Jenkins (CPS), and District Judge Mottram

Apologies:   Ian Vesey, Adrian Draper (HMC), Stephen Abbott (BMC),  Len Brown (Probation), , and Julian Berg
2. Minutes of the December 2010 meeting approved.

 

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – From 1st January 2011 work from Kings Heath Police Station is now coming to Birmingham Magistrates Court. 

(ii) Young Offenders being held with Adult Court. Steven reported he emailed Stephen Abbot to request this item be put on the agendas of the Magistrates' & Youth Court User Groups for discussion. Also, include an item for discussion on lack of liaison between the Probation Service & the Youth Offending Teams regarding youth offenders who turn 18. Will report further after the user group meeting have taken place. 
 

4. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) WMCJB – Sukhdev reported that at the December 2010 and January 2011 meeting, WMCJB has been discussing its governing procedures in light of government funding cuts and agreeing transitional arrangements.   

(ii) LCJGs - James reported that at the December 2010 meeting it was mentioned that there was still difficulties on Domestic Violence cases being correctly identified. The police believed they were successfully marking theses cases, but that was not a perception shared by the Court or CPS.  

Sutton Coldfield Magistrates’ Court will be closing.  A date is not as yet known but likely within the next 12 months.  

From 5th February 2011 on Saturday/Bank Holiday 2 courts will sit at Birmingham and deal with work from Birmingham and Sutton Coldfield, 2 courts will sit at Wolverhampton to deal with Black Country work and 1 court at Coventry will deal with Coventry and Solihull work.  Witness care unit staff will work on Saturdays so that they can receive changes in bail conditions and court results, so as to inform complainants in offences of violence if a Defendant has been released on bail and the conditions imposed.  The court will sit at 9.30 am. 

(iii) Solihull LCJG – Nothing to Report.

(iv) Sutton Coldfield LCJG – Nothing to report.

 

5. Criminal Law Committee Membership – 

(i) It was agreed that Mr M Nassar from M & N Solicitors be invited to at attend at the next meeting as an observer. Steven will ask Claire Charlesworth if she can send a representative if she is not able to attend herself.

 

6. Public Relations/Press Releases- Nothing to report

 

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses – Nothing to report.

  

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

(i) No further news about any new dates for meeting with Senior Police Officers which was cancelled on 25/01/2011 because the Chief Constable was not available.  

(ii)  James reported that on prepared statements the advice given to interviewing officers on prepared statements is as follows:

 

· the officer should confirm that the account is that of the PIC.

· There should be no inference that the solicitor concocted the account

· Request the statement is signed or a photocopy provided. 

· The statement is PICs account and not an exhibit. 
· Best if statement is recorded on the tape, and confirmed it is PICs account.  

· If the solicitor declines to give copy, PIC be returned to cell whilst statement is transcribed. 
(iii) On Custody records, guidance remains as follows. Solicitors entitled to a copy of the detainees Custody record on arrival at custody suites. Custody staff must ensure that information contained within custody records must be accurate and custody related. If for security reasons, information is recorded elsewhere, then a record should be made of where that Information is recorded.
 
(iv) A meeting has been arranged with police on 26the January 2011 at 2pm at Steelhouse Lane Police Station. The objective is to look at how the police can enhance their Service to Victims and Witnesses around the way that they currently use Interpreters to obtain statements from victims and witnesses. Should they use Bi-lingual Officers and Investigators in Criminal Investigation to obtain statements?  At present Police Officers cannot take a statement from a witness or a victim in a language other than English, except in exceptional circumstances. The point of contact is Ps 9251 Carl Steventon of Bloxwich Police Station, Walsall Local Policing Unit, West Midlands Police. He will report back.

9. Legal Services Commission/Ministry of Justice
 

(i)  Steven is still corresponding with the Jack hunter about the documentation which is required in support for an application for a representation order whenever a case is sent to the crown court.  Our understanding that we are granted a representation order when an application is lodged is correct.  Thereafter the legal services commission can correspond with the applicant for any outstanding documentation. Wendy Mole apparently has different instructions and at the present time Stephen is trying to get to the bottom of this in order to finalise the procedure.

(ii)  There was some discussion on the consultation paper that legal aid reform –which has to be – to which a response has to be sent by 14 February, 2011.  Committee members will send in their individual responses to Sukhdev.
10. West Midlands Probation Service – Nothing to report

11. Crown prosecution Service – 

(i)       James reported that as from April/May 2011 Wolverhampton Crown Court CPS department will come to Colmore Gate to merge with Birmingham.  The Crown Prosecution Service is expected to cut its budget by 25% and this merger is part of the cost cutting process.

 

11.
Reports from Court Users' Groups


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court - Nothing to report.
 

(b) Birmingham Magistrates' Court – nothing to report. 

(c)
Birmingham Youth Court -  there appears to be some increase in the work at the youth court. There was discussion about listing of trials in the afternoon, with the cases in the morning is not a very good idea.  This needs to be raised at the youth court and user group for them to consider.  Sometimes people in custody are not dealt with until the afternoon and trials have to be adjourned.  If witnesses have attended, then they are required to come back at a later date.  It is not something which helps the confidence of such witnesses in the Criminal Justice System.

 

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report 

 

(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court – nothing to report  

 

(f)
Warwick Crown Court. –Warwick crown court has now closed.  Its work is being dealt with at Leamington Crown Court.

 

12. Any other business  –  None

13. C P D hours - None 

14. Items for Council - None 

Date of future meeting this year:
Wednesday, 9th February 2011 @ 4.30





Wednesday, 9th March 2011 @ 4.30
