CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 4.30 PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

 
1. Present: Sukhdev Bhomra, James Turner, James Jenkins (CPS), Len Brown (Probation), District Judge Mottram, and Julian Berg
Apologies:   Ian Vesey, Steven Jonas, Adrian Draper (HMC), Stephen Abbott (BMC),  Kevin Hegarty QC, and Clare Charlesworth (Reliance).
2. Minutes of the October meeting approved.
 

3. Matters arising
(i) Kings Heath work - Target date is still 1st January 2011.  Some work seems to be coming to Birmingham from Kings Heath Police Station. This may be work which previously would have gone to Belgrave Road Police Station and has now gone to Kings Heath because Belgrave Road has closed down.
 

4. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) WMCJB – In November 2011, the Board met to discuss and agree its structure, transitional arrangements and to identify priorities for the West Midlands Criminal Justice Area.  
Projects concerning recovery of Proceeds of Crime, Supporting Victims and Specialist Domestic Violence Courts were to be monitored at board level.  
The Ministry of Justice Representative indicated there were no particular objectives outlined by the government. 
In the next 12/18 months Police Crime Commissioners will become responsible for looking at the various agencies in the Criminal Justice System.  
Private investors are interested in investing in projects to improve services in the CJS through Social Impact Bonds.  If they achieve targets set by the government to reduce costs in the system, e.g. prison population, they would receive a return on their investment.  The government would benefit from the reduction in the overall costs to the system.  
There will be cuts to Legal Aid Budget, but at this stage full details are not known.
(ii) LCJGs - James was not able to attend the October 2010 meeting.  Nothing further to report.
(iii) Solihull LCJG – Nothing to Report.

(iv) Sutton Coldfield LCJG – Nothing to report.
 
5. Criminal Law Committee Membership – 
(i) Kevin Hegarty QC from St Philips Chambers and Clare    Charlesworth from Reliance have been invited to attend the Committee Meetings.
 

6. Public Relations/Press Releases- Nothing to report
 

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses – Nothing to report.
  

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

(i) Meeting with Senior Police Officers on 30/11/2010 was cancelled by the police. A new date given for 25/01/2011.  Unfortunately even that date has now been cancelled because the Chief Constable is not available.  For the time being there is no alternative date.
9. Legal Services Commission/Ministry of Justice
 

(i)   There was discussion on documentation required when applying      for Representation Orders with Forms CDS14 and CDS15.  The Court Staff are continuing to ask for original documentation including latest Tax Return.  The enquiry raised by Steven with LSC is still outstanding.  Will report at the next meeting on any response received.  
10. West Midlands Probation Service.  
(i)      Len reported that the Probation Service may well receive less cuts then some other organizations, but it will have more work to do as the government seeks to reduce the number of people in prison and use more community penalties.   

(ii)       Len spoke about the BASS project details of which we agreed should be circulated to defence solicitors. It is a project that covers the whole of the region. For work in Staffordshire, West Mercia, Warwickshire or the rest of the West Midlands Courts, this project can be referred to for a bail address when defendants are at risk of being remanded in custody. There is an enhanced service for women. It includes support and outreach for women who are remanded in their own accommodation. The project covers all of the above county council areas.
11. Crown prosecution Service – 
(i)       James reported there will be restructuring in 2011, CPS  work for Wolverhampton Crown Court will be moved to Colmore Gate, Birmingham. Nigel Gumley will become in-charge of the Birmingham and Wolverhampton Unit and Colin Molloy will deal with the Wolverhampton Magistrates Court.  The pre charge advice arrangements will continue as at present from Colmore Gate.
 

11.
Reports from Court Users' Groups


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court - Nothing to report.
 

(b) Birmingham Magistrates' Court – There was discussion on the Case Management form now required in the Not Guilty matters.  Even though it takes up a lot of Court time, it is necessary to complete the form as it is a legal requirement.  The Courts and the Defence have no option but to comply.  Court time in dealing with the Not Guilty cases will increase. The extra work will not necessarily sort out the problems in the system. At the first hearing, the information sought from the defence is not available because the Prosecution have not by that stage served its evidence. 
(c)
Birmingham Youth Court -  On 21/10/2010 there was a meeting.  The workload in the Youth Court has substantially reduced.  For Breach of Crown Court Community Orders, Defendants are to be summoned directly to the Crown Court and not sent to the Crown Court via the Youth Court.
 

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court - Nothing to report 
 

(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court - Nothing further to report. 
 


(f)
Warwick Crown Court. - Nothing to report
 

12. Any other business  –  None

13. C P D hours - None 
14. Items for Council - None 
Date of future meeting this year:
Wednesday, 8th December 2010 @ 4.30





Wednesday, 12th January 2011 @ 4.30






Wednesday, 9th February 2011 @ 4.30






Wednesday, 9th March 2011 @ 4.30
