CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON
WEDNESDAY 14th July   2010 AT 4.30 PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

 

AGENDA

 

1. Apologies: Sukhdev Bhomra, Ian Vesey, Julian Berg , James Jenkins 

DJ Mottram offered her apologies in advance for the August meeting.

In attendance: Steven Jonas Chair , Makhan Singh,  District Judge Mottram, Derek Larkin, Michael Purcell, Maria Middleton,  Stuart Litchfield Project Manager, Allison Roberts and Richard Nesbett- Lean Change Agents West Midlands Criminal Justice Board – West Midlands Cross Agency Report.

2. Minutes of the June meeting –To be circulated. 

 

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work- To commence on 01/01/11 

 

4. Local Criminal Justice Board- 

(i) Stuart Lichfield Project Manager– West Midlands Criminal Justice Board, together with Allison Roberts and Richard Nesbett made a short presentation regarding the West Midlands Cross Agency’s Lean Project. Its objectives are to improve the provision of criminal justice within a more cost effective system, to improve the quality of service to victims and witnesses and to create a sustainable cross agency continuous improvement culture amongst the criminal justice agencies.

The Chair of the Project is Harry Ireland, Crown Prosecutor. Other Board members include Gordon Scobie,  Assistant Chief Constable and Tony Heath, Clerk to the Justices Birmingham Coventry and Solihull.

The Lean project hoped to deliver value, eliminate waste and encourage staff to take ownership of their work within the criminal justice agencies.

Stuart invited members of the Defence to attend Project meetings on 16th July 2010. Makhan agreed to attend the meeting and deal with issues relating to the Defence.

(ii) 
     LCJGs

· Birmingham- Nothing to report Next meeting scheduled for 4th August 2010

· Solihull- Nothing to report 

· Sutton Coldfield- Nothing to report 

5. Criminal Law Committee membership- Nothing to report.

 

6. Public Relations/Press Releases- Nothing to report.

 

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses

 

(i) Anthony Edwards Update 27/09/10 –About 30 delegates had booked. Agreed that the Course would be £100.00 for new delegates and £80.00 for delegates who had attended the Spring law update.
(ii) Discussion on possible training course regarding the Standard Contract 2010 Compliance. The Contract came into force on the 14th July 2010.The committee agreed that it would be useful for awareness, though the decision was deferred to enable input from Sukhdev and Steven. 
 

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

 

(i) Meeting with senior police officers-Date is 30/11/10

(ii) Annual cricket match- fixed for the 29th July 2010 at 6.00 p.m.at Tally Ho Sports and Conference Centre, Pershore Road, Edgbaston. Members invited to attend the match as players or spectators 

 

9. Legal Services Commission/Ministry of Justice

 

(i) Duty Scheme membership- 10 new suppliers had joined the Birmingham Scheme. Lists/ Rota published on 25th June 2010. There are considerable problems regarding errors in the Rota. A letter from Michael Woolridge, a Defence Solicitor was handed to Marie Middleton LSC detailing the omission of one of the defence solicitors from the Court Rota. There were also errors regarding the desk and youth duties. Maria agreed to forward this to the LSC.

The committee took the opportunity to thank Maria for all her work and attendances in past meetings as she was due to leave the LSC on the 30th July 2010.

 Marie agreed she will try and ensure that a LSC member would attend future meetings

(ii) Criminal Justice Reform Announcement – substantial cuts expected in spending 

(iii) Government’s announcement 23rd June 2010 – Fundamental look at the legal aid system in Autumn 2010.

(iv) VHCC Panel current panel expired 13th July 2010 though the LSC will still continue to contract VHCC on an individual basis.
 

(v) Crown Court Means Testing – Michael and Derek advised that they were aware of difficulties in the grant of Legal aid representation orders to defendants resulting in unrepresented defendants being committed to the Crown Court. Issues arise with self employed defendants. Maria invited the defence to bring this to the attention of the LSC Regional office.

(vi) Invitation to comment on Criminal Procedural Rules about Contempt by Friday 10th September 2010. 
Deferred to August Meeting.
 

(vii) Defendants Costs Order- R (on the application of Law Society) v Lord Chancellor 2010 –Judgment given on 15th June 2010. It appears that the Ministry of Justice will not be appealing the decision though it is anticipated that the legal aid rates will become applicable again through secondary legislation. 
 

10. West Midlands Probation Service- Nothing to report

11.
Crown prosecution Service- Nothing to report 

 

12.
Reports from Court Users' Groups- Nothing to report 


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court- Nothing to report 
 


(b)
Birmingham Magistrates' Court-Nothing to report

(c)
Birmingham Youth Court-Nothing to report 

 

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court- Nothing to report

 


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court- Nothing to report

 


(f)
Warwick Crown Court.- Nothing to report.

 

12. Any other business 

(a) Ministry of Justice announced consultations on provision of court services.

Consultations opened on 23rd June and close 15th September 2010 regarding  proposed closures of various Magistrates Court including West Bromwich, Sutton Coldfield, Tamworth and Halesowen. The Consultation is seeking views on how the court service could be modernised to improve the justice system, as well as reduce its costs.

(b) Budget – Severe reduction in spending in the future on Legal aid and the Court Service announced by the Government. 

(c) Steven Abbott agreed to forward an email for circulation by BLS regarding changes to the arrangements for Birmingham Youth Court as one court session had been cancelled per day. Police bail cases are to be heard in the morning remand court and the afternoon court 1 is to deal with trials.

(d) Maria agreed to forward an email for circulation regarding the changes to the courts sittings and its effect the Duty Solicitors Rota. She informed the committee that duty solicitors allocated an afternoon slot at the Youth Court should now be in attendance in the mornings. The LSC did not propose to re-issue the recently circulated Rota.

(e) Birmingham Law Society has agreed to assist in hosting a Chinese Legal Delegation of 6 Prosecutors from the Fujian Province in September 2010. Dates need to be finalised

13. C P D hours  0.5 hours discussion re West Midlands Agency Project 

14. Items for Council – Closure of local courts, see 12 (a) above.

Date of future meeting this year:
Wednesday 11th August 2010 @ 4.30





Wednesday 8th September 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 13th October 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 10th November 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 8th December 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 12th January 2011 @ 4.30






Wednesday 9th February 2011 @ 4.30






Wednesday 9th March 2011 @ 4.30

