CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 11TH MAY 2011 AT 4.30PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

1. Present: Sukhdev Bhomra, Steven Jonas, District Judge Lesley Mottram, Derek Larkin and Makhan Singh. 

Apologies: Len Brown (Probation), James Jenkins (CPS), Kevin Hegarty QC, and James Turner.

2. Minutes:   Minutes of the April 2011 meeting were approved. 

3. Matters arising:  There were no separate matters to be considered other then the items in the agenda.

4.  (1) Local Criminal Justice Board: Sukhdev reported that there was no meeting in May 2011.  Now the meeting will take place every 2 months.  He will report after the next meeting. 

(2) Birmingham Local Criminal Justice Board: James Turner will send a report on the next Criminal Justice Board Meeting.

5. Criminal Law Committee Membership:  Sukhdev reported on the members of the Committee.  It was agreed to request Makhan’s co-option now that he has retired from Council.  

Steven suggested we should invite Counsel’s Clerk from St Philips Chambers to attend if Kevin Hegarty QC is not able to attend.  It was agreed that Steven will email Counsel’s Clerk accordingly.  

Derek reported that St Ives Chambers, now that they have become members of the Birmingham Law Society, wish to participate in the work of the criminal law Committee. Mr Edward Coke from those Chambers had approached Derek.  It was agreed that we should invite a representative from their Chambers to attend the Committee’s meetings as a guest in the first instance and if they wish to continue, then we can ask for their co-option on to the Committee.  

Also we should invite the newly appointed Probation Representative at Birmingham Magistrates Court to attend our meetings.  Leslie will forward details of the Representative and Sukhdev will write to him. 

Steven believes that the Legal Services Commission’s representative is Rachael Norton. He will send me her email address.

6. Public Relations/Press Releases: There were no matters to report. .

7. Courses:  Makhan reported that 50 people attended the course on 3rd May 2011.  Unfortunately the venue, although good, is expensive now.  Sukhdev reported that he will speak to the venue people to see whether they can reduce the price.  

8. Police Liaison Group:  There was no further report.

9. Legal Services Commission:   There was no further report. 

10. West Midlands Probation Service:  There was no further report.

11. Crown Prosecution Service:  There was no further report.

12. (a)
Birmingham Crown Court:  The Recorder of Birmingham has    circulated his proposals for the Early Guilty Pleas Scheme.  He has suggested the 3 dates for discussions in June 2011.  Sukhdev will write to the Recorder to confirm that we will attend one of the sessions. 

(b) Birmingham Magistrates' Court:    The Court is sitting less Courts to comply with the new regime.  When the Sutton Magistrates cases come over from 1st July 2011, they will have to be absorbed into the existing court listing times.  

There was further discussion on the topic of defence solicitors being locked in the cells when taking instructions.  It is agreed that we look in to this matter further before writing to the court in this respect.

(c) Birmingham Youth Court:  There will be 3 sittings of the youth court in a week.  If by 1 o’clock on a particular day the Youth Court has not finished, then the work remaining will be taken to the Adult Court.  Steven reported that the separate cells for Youths has still not been finalised for some reason.

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court:   The Solihull Magistrates Court is still operating.  It is not clear what impact the reduction of work from Kings Heath police station has had on the Court.  .

 

(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court:  There was no further report.  

 

(f)
Leamington Crown Court:   There was no further report. 

 

 

13.  Any Other Business:   Steven reported that he has had the paper from Wolverhampton Crown Court on their Early Guilty Plea Hearing. He will circulate it. There was also discussion on the following subjects: Police and informal resolutions, appointment of District Judges and Recorders, and Secure email which requires encryption of all computers on which secure e-mail is received including mobile telephones and blackberries.   

Date of next:
Wednesday, 8th June 2011 @ 4.30 p.m.
