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CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING ON

WEDNESDAY, 12th May 2010 AT 4.30 PM

AT BIRMINGHAM CROWN COURT, QUEEN ELIZABETH II BUILDING

1 NEWTON STREET BIRMINGHAM

MINUTES OF MEETING

Persons Present: Sukhdev Bhomra, Steven Jonas, District Judge Mottram, Makhan Singh, Derek Larkin, Julian Burg and Dean Parnell (President).

1. Apologies:  James Turner, Ian Vesey, Maria Middleton (LSC), Stephen Abbott(BMC), James Jenkins (CPS) and Len Brown (Probation).

2. Minutes of the April meeting, previously circulated, were approved.  Sukhdev Bhomra welcomed Dean Parnell, President of the Birmingham Law Society to the meeting.  He thanked Steven Jonas for his work as Chairman of the Criminal Law Committee.

3. Matters arising

(i) Kings Heath work – On target for 1/1/11Implementation.  Nothing further to report.

(ii) New Birmingham Magistrates' Court – Still Awaiting Treasury Approval – Nothing further to report.

4. Local Criminal Justice Board

(i) April Meeting – LCJG met on 29th April 2010.  The Minutes of the Meeting from James were circulated.  Points of interest included a six page trial fix form to be used at Magistrates Court similar to the PCMH form used in the Crown Court presently being considered; the Magistrates Court is looking to hold a Court Open Day in late summer or November; the Police are piloting an Alcohol Referral Scheme whereby when a Fixed Penalty is imposed for alcohol related offences, it will be squashed if the person goes on such a scheme; the DIP team are pushing to re-pilot conditional cautioning on a similar basis whereby the terms of the conditional caution would be to attend the scheme and pay the fee in order to avoid a charge.  The focus will be on the world cup and the likely alcohol related crime.

Sukhdev reported on the West Midlands Local Criminal Justice Board Meeting of 6th May 2010.  Points of interest included the review of the Criminal Justice process being undertaken at present involving the police, CPS, the Courts, Probation, and Witness Care. The objective is to consider the ways and means of streamlining the process and identify areas of wastage.  Their results of the review will be made available for further discussion by the Board.

The Police had carried out a review of the use of cautions for out of court disposals. In their view only a very small percentage of offenders had been  cautioned when in fact they should have been charged.  

James had also sent leaflets issued by the West Midlands Police on their restructuring programme named Paragon.  Following this restructuring, the 9 current Birmingham command units will be divided into four local policing units (LPUs): Birmingham North, Birmingham South, Birmingham West and Central, and Birmingham East.  These changes became effective from 6th April 2010.  This has been done to bring police boundaries into line with those of other organisations such as Local Councils, Anti Social Behaviour Units and Drugs Action Teams.  The objective is to free local officers from time consuming functions so that they are able to provide better policing.

(ii) Solihull – Nothing to report.

(iii) Sutton Coldfield – Nothing to report.

5. Criminal Law Committee Membership – Makhan report that Fergal Bloomer has indicated that he is not able to continue as a member of the committee.  Joginder Nijjar does wish to continue.  Sukhdev will invite a member of a Reliance to join the committee.  He will provide the updated list of Committee Members to Becky.

6. Public Relations/Press Releases – Nothing to report

7. Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Courses:  Makhan reported that the Course held on 26th April 2010 was one of the best attended courses.  He anticipates that the Course on 27th September 2010 will also be well attended.

8. Police Liaison Group/West Midlands police

· Meeting with Senior Police Officers will be at the next Chief Constable’s lunch arranged for 30th November 2010.  Steven Jonas will attend on behalf of the Criminal Law Committee.

· Annual Cricket Match will take place on 29th July 2010.  Members were encouraged to attend to support the BLS team.

· Police Station Bail-Backs – The police also have a Case Progression Officers.  Sukhdev will make enquiries as to how they can be contacted. They may be able to help with checking on progress for bail back dates.

9. Legal Services Commission/Ministry of Justice-

(i) Reform of the Coroner System Consultation ends on 1st July 2010.  Sukhdev invited comments from member of the committee on this consultation.

(ii) Sukhdev had spoken to Maria Middleton on the phone and she wanted to know if there were any issues arising from the new Crown Court Means Testing changes which started on 26th April 2010.  She also wanted to know if our members had any concerns concerning the transfer of work at the Call Centre for duty solicitors.

As with everyone else, the Legal Services Commission is waiting to see what changes will come about now that there has been a change in government.   The Ministry of Justice has set out its proposals in the document called Restructuring the Delivery of Criminal Defence Services dated 22nd March 2010.  Details of this were circulated in the Agenda of April 2010 meeting. 

10. West Midlands Probation Service – Nothing to report.

11.
Crown prosecution Service – Nothing to report.

12.
Reports from Court Users' Groups


(a)
Birmingham Crown Court – Nothing to Report.

(b)
Birmingham Magistrates' Court – District Judge Mottram reported that more Court Associates have been appointed to deal with the work in the Magistrates Court.

(c) Birmingham Youth Court – The next meeting of the Youth Court Users Group will be on 21st October 2010 at 2.15 p.m.  Makhan agreed that he will attend that meeting for the committee.

(d)
Solihull Magistrates' Court – Nothing to report.  Sukhdev will contact Fiona Warman for her future reports.


(e)
Sutton Coldfield Magistrates' Court – Nothing to report 

(f) Warwick Crown Court – Derek reported that the Warwick Crown Court will close in December 2010.  The work will be moved to Leamington Crown Court.

13.    Any Other Business – In an email James had the issue of access to listing meeting held at the Birmingham Crown Court.  Firms employing in-house advocates do not yet have access to these meetings.  His view was that many firms have difficulties on listing matters. After general discussion, it was decided that at this stage we should make further investigations before making any approach to the Recorder.
14.  C P D hours – 60 minutes discussing:

(i) Coroners & Justice Act 2009

(ii) Crown Court Means Testing
15. 
Items for Council: The Police use of Cautions for out of Court disposals.

Dates of future meeting this year:
Wednesday 9th June 2010 @ 4.30





Wednesday 14th July 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 11th August 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 8th September 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 13th October 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 10th November 2010 @ 4.30






Wednesday 8th December 2010 @ 4.30
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